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JEHOIAKIM AND JEREMIAH

After the death of Josiah, three of his sons and one grandson reigned

in turn as the last four kings of Judah. The first reigned only for three

months, and in that short reign managed to act badly in God’s eyes, but

we will not bother with him. Of the other two sons, the first was called

Jehoiakim.

Jehoiakim was placed on the throne by Pharaoh, who took a lot of the

wealth of Jerusalem to Egypt, and he was made to pay tribute to Egypt.

He reigned for eleven years, and did not follow in his father’s footsteps,

but was a very wicked man indeed, and influenced the population to

follow in his wicked ways. The Bible tells us that he ‘filled Jerusalem

with innocent blood’.

Earlier, during the reign of Josiah, a navi named Jeremiah preached and

told the people to stop being wicked, stop worshipping idols, and return

to God and his teachings. Josiah had listened to him, but Jehoiakim did

not. Jeremiah was accompanied by a man named Baruch, who acted as a

secretary (or, if you prefer it, scribe). Whenever Jeremiah wanted

something written, Baruch wrote it down.

In his sermons Jeremiah warned the people of what would happen if

they carried on the way they were doing: Jerusalem including the Temple

would be destroyed while the people would be exiled from the country,

which they would lose, and they would be taken somewhere else by force.

Only if they stopped inwardly hating one another (including their ‘friends’

and even their near relatives), swindling, lying, deceiving and harming one

another and started to behave as God had told them to would this not

happen. Very few people seemed to want to take any notice.

On one occasion Jeremiah preached a very long sermon, and the priests
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and the false prophets, who wanted the people to carry on and take no

notice of the sermon, were so angry that they wanted to kill him, but the

king’s officials rescued him.

Then God told him to write down all the sermons he had given from

when he started. He dictated these to Baruch who wrote them down on a

scroll and then read them in public. One of king Jehoiakim’s chief officers

heard it and was shocked. He told his fellow officers who asked Baruch

to read it to them, after Baruch assured them that he had written it at

Jeremiah’s dictation. They decided that the king should hear it, and took

the scroll and gave it to a scribe to read to the king. Meanwhile they told

Baruch that he and Jeremiah should hide somewhere, which they did.

They gave the scroll to a scribe who took it to king Jehoiakim and read

it out to him. (In those days most people, often even the king, could not

read but had to have letters and documents read out to them.) As he heard

it Jehoiakim was not pleased, and after each section was read he had that

section cut out with a knife, thrown into the fire and burned. When

Jeremiah heard about this he told Baruch to write it all out again.

Meanwhile it was as well that Jeremiah and Baruch had hidden, as the

king wanted to kill them but could not find them.

Another navi called Uriahu preached the same as Jeremiah. When the

king heard about it he tried to have him killed, but Uriahu escaped to

Egypt. Jehoiakim sent people to Egypt who captured him and brought him

back to Jerusalem, where Jehoiakim murdered him.

Jeremiah hated Jehoiakim and foretold that his end would be like that

of a dog. God would not forgive what he did, and the ultimate destruction

became unavoidable.

Meanwhile, the Assyrian empire had collapsed, but a new one, the

Babylonian one, had taken over, under its famous king Nebuchadnezzar.

A wandering tribe called Chaldaeans had settled in Babylonia and they

had entered the city of Babylon and become the leading people there,
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more or less taking over the place, so the Babylonian empire was also

known as the Chaldaean empire. All the time there was a fierce struggle

between two powerful empires, Babylonia and Egypt, with Judah caught

in the middle. At the same time, Egypt became weaker, and

Nebuchadnezzar came and persuaded Jehoiakim to be loyal to him and

pay tribute to him instead of to Pharaoh and Egypt. At first he agreed, but

later he rebelled and turned to Egypt instead, so Nebuchadnezzar came

and took him away to Babylon. We are not told but it seems that he

returned and eventually died a nasty death in Jerusalem. His son 1 then

became king, but only reigned for three months.

Shortly after Jehoiakim died, Nebuchadnezzar came to Judah to attack

Jerusalem. The new king surrendered and was taken captive to Babylon

together with thousands of others. This was the beginning off the exile,

and Nebuchadnezzar appointed Jehoiakim’s younger brother, Zedekiah, as

king. He was the last - next story.

1. Jehoiachin also know as Coniah or Jeconiah.
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