
Story Number 117

THE LATTER DAYS OF SOLOMON

Solomon acquired great wisdom and knowledge, and kings came to

consult him, bringing expensive presents. He also became extremely rich,

with ivory (from Africa), silver and gold, to such an extent that in his day

silver (as compared to gold) was considered as of no real value.

He owned a joint navy with Hiram the (Phoenician) king of Tyre,

which was based at Ezion-Geber (modern Elat) on the Gulf of Akaba. The

ships, carrying Hiram’s sailors and Solomon’s sailors together, made

three-year-long journeys via the Red Sea to southern Arabia and East

Africa, fetching back gold and wealth from Ophir (wherever that was). All

this went to his head.

The Torah makes it clear that a king of Israel must not have too much

wealth, too many horses, or too many wives, 1 and Solomon went

against all three.

He used some of the wealth to import a vast number of horses from

Egypt and attached them to chariots for use in war.

But his main sin was his obsession with women.

First he married Pharaoh’s daughter, a political move, to cement

friendly relations and avoid any conflict with Egypt. He made her his

chief wife and seems to have been afraid of her, built a palace for her, and

even built a temple for her idols which she eventually encouraged him to

worship. At one time Pharaoh conquered a number of towns in the Negev

not yet under Israelite occupation and gave them to his daughter as a

present. Solomon built them up. We’ll see how Pharaoh repaid him.

1. Deut. 17:14 ff.
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Solomon took an enormous number of women – he was said to have a

thousand wives – which was doubly against the Torah. Not only was a

king not to have too many, but he took them from nations with whom it

was forbidden for even an ordinary Israelite to intermarry, including

Ammonites, Moabites and Hittites. They brought in their national idols,

turned his head and persuaded him to worship them, as the Torah warned.

Part of his punishment took place in his lifetime. He had to deal with

a number of rebellions, and the rebels fled to Egypt where Pharaoh, with

whom he had the alliance, welcomed them and treated them well!

Because of his treachery against God who had given him everything,

his kingdom was to be taken away from him, but not all, only part, so as

to maintain descendants of David on the throne. The navi Ahijah told one

of Solomon’s chief servants, Jeroboam, that he would become king over

most, but not all, of the country. This would take place after Solomon’s

death. Solomon learned of this when Jeroboam rebelled, and he wanted to

kill him, so Jeroboam fled to Egypt where he was warmly received by

Pharaoh, and he returned only after Solomon died.

The relation between Ahijah, Solomon and Jeroboam is simlar to,

though not quite the same as, that between Samuel, Saul and David.

However, it is worth noting that Saul lost his kingdom entirely through

only two incidents (each enough on its own) whereas Solomon lost only

part through continued bad behaviour. The reason is because Saul showed

himself unfit to be king, he was afraid of the people and followed them

instead of leading. Solomon was an effective king, even a tyrant, but did

not deserve to be king of the people of Israel after he misled them.

The Bible tells us that a lot of stories about Solomon are told in books

written by the neviim Nathan, Ahijah and others; these books have long

been lost. Solomon died after a reign of forty years, but his Temple lasted

for over four hundred years.
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