
Story Number 116

THE QUEEN OF SHEBA

[Sheba here is the name of an unknown country ¼$L% Ḑ and must not be

confused with Sheba ¼6K% J̧ the man who rebelled against David.]

Solomon achieved international fame for his wealth, knowledge and

wisdom. The Queen of Sheba, 1 hearing all this, decided to pay him a

visit and test him with questions and riddles.

She arrived with a very large entourage and loads of expensive and

unusual presents. Camels carried loads of spices, gold and precious stones.

She asked Solomon a number of riddles (questions to which she knew

the answers), and he answered them all. Then she told him a number of

problems that she had, and he answered those.

She was amazed at Solomon’s wisdom, the palace he had built, the

food and drinks that appeared on his table, the clothes the servants wore,

and the ascent that he had built to reach the Temple. She had heard of his

reputation but believed it to be greatly exaggerated, and discovered that

it was not. It all exhausted her.

‘All that I heard about you at home is true’ she told the king. ‘I did not

believe it until I came here and saw it all with my own eyes, and I haven’t

yet heard half. Your wisdom is even greater than what I had heard.

‘May GOD your god be praised, who in his love of the people of Israel

has appointed you king over them, to give them justice.’

1. We are not told her name, and nobody is certain where Sheba was. Velikovsky
considers that she was Queen Hatshepsut of Egypt, but Velikovsky’s theories,
though they have some support, are strongly disputed by others.
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She then gave Solomon an enormous quantity of rare spices and

precious stones, and three hundred and sixty thousand (over a third of a

million) shekels of gold.

Solomon in return gave her whatever she wanted, in addition to

presents according to his wealth.

She and her servants then went home. 2

––––––––––––––––

2. There is absolutely no basis or hint in the Bible to support various traditions
and legends that he had relations with her such that she later bore him a son. Such
legends were generally invented to explain problems and fill gaps in historical
knowledge.
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