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SOLOMON’S VENGEANCE

David before he died had given Solomon final instructions. He was to

keep loyal to God and all his laws, deal kindly with the family of Barzilai,

and deal not so kindly with Joab and Shimei, taking vengeance on them.

Solomon also had two enemies of his own, who, in addition to Joab, had

made a great effort to prevent his becoming king, and who might yet

prove a threat in the future. They were his brother Adonijah, and Abiathar

the High Priest. These all had to be watched carefully.

Adonijah had already appeared before him and begged for his life, and

Solomon had told him that as long as he behaved he would be left alone,

but if he misbehaved he would die. Let us see what happened to the four:

Adonijah, Abiathar, Joab and Shimei.

Adonijah decided to make a request. Afraid to approach Solomon

directly, he decided to go via Bathsheba.

‘As you know, I was entitled to be the king’, he said to her, ‘and all

Israel wanted me, but instead the throne was given to my brother, because

God wished it.’ What insolence and what arrogance!

‘I have a small favour to ask of you’ he continued.

‘Ask!’ she replied.

‘Can you ask Solomon to give me Abishag the Shunamite (the girl who

attended David in his last days) as a wife?’

Bathsheba saw no harm in this, evidently he had fallen in love with the

girl, and she agreed, and approached her son with the request.

Solomon, however, was no fool, and saw through it straight away.

When a usurper seized the throne he would first take the previous king’s

1



women as a demonstration of his new position. Absalom did this with

David’s wives, and Abner took one of Saul’s wives and upset Ishbosheth.

His reply was immediate: ‘Why ask for Abishag for him? You might

as well give him the kingdom! For this Adonijah must die’, and on his

instructions Benaiah put Adonijah to death.

Abiathar was told by Solomon to go to his estate in Anathoth and stay

there. Solomon said that although he had been in the conspiracy, he would

not kill him for two reasons: he had carried God’s Ark, and he had

suffered along with David when the latter was in trouble; but he may no

longer act as High Priest. Solomon replaced him by Zadok.

Abiathar was a descendant of Eli, and this fulfilled what God had said

about Eli’s descendants at Shiloh.

Joab heard about all this, and ran to the altar and grasped its horns.

Solomon sent Benaiah to kill him, Benaiah told him to come outside, but

Joab refused, saying he would die there. Benaiah reported to the king,

who said ‘Kill him there and bury him’ and he did, 1 as revenge not so

much for helping Adonijah against Solomon as for his unjustified murder

of two better men than himself, Abner and Amasa.

Solomon replaced him as commander-in-chief of the army by Benaiah.

Shimei was summoned to appear before Solomon, who told him to

build a house in Jerusalem and never leave the town. If he left the town

he would be put to death. Shimei accepted this on oath (in God’s name).

Three years later, two of Shimei’s slaves escaped and ran to Gath.

Hearing where they were, he went there and brought them back. Solomon

learned about it, sent for Shimei and asked why he had broken his oath.

He received no answer, and on his instructions Benaiah killed him.

Solomon’s throne was then secure.

1. See Ex. 21:14.
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