
Story Number 104

THE ARK TO JERUSALEM

When David moved from Hebron to Jerusalem, the Ark was still at the

house of Aminadab in Kiriat Jearim, where it had been since it was

returned by the Palestinians (or Philistines) in the time of Samuel. David

suggested calling an assembly of all the population, including especially

the Priests and Levites, to bring the Ark to Jerusalem. The idea met with

approval by the population.

David and all those who were with him went to fetch it from the house

of Aminadab. From Kiriat Jearim to Jerusalem is a long journey, up and

down hills, so they put it onto a new ox-cart led by Aminadab’s sons Ahio

and Uzza, Ahio walking in front. David and all the people with him

accompanied it with music and dancing.

When they reached a certain point the oxen jerked. Uzza, afraid that the

Ark would fall off the wagon, reached out and held it. God was angry that

he had touched the Ark, and struck him dead on the spot. David was

angry that God had struck Uzzah, and could not see how he could bring

the Ark to Jerusalem, so he abandoned the project and left the Ark at the

house of Obed-edom, where it remained for three months. God then

blessed the house of Obed-edom because he was looking after the Ark.

When David heard about this, he suddenly realised his big mistake the

first time, and decided to resume his project. The Ark should not be

carried on a wagon – it was this mistake that led to the death of Uzza –

but held by the poles which the Levites were to carry on their

shoulders. 1 He first prepared a place in Jerusalem for the Ark and

1. See Numbers 7:9.
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pitched a tent there as a home for it. Then he collected all the people and

told them that the Ark must be carried only by the Levites, and they went

once again to fetch it. He gave specific tasks to the various priests and

Levites, including taking musical instruments to play music on the way.

They went and fetched the Ark, David wearing an ephod, 2 with

celebration and rejoicing that included lots of music and dancing, offering

sacrifices at frequent intervals on the journey.

When they reached Jerusalem they offered many more sacrifices, and

David gave a portion of food to every Israelite who was there, while they

continued singing and dancing.

David’s wife Michal, Saul’s daughter, happened to look out of the

window, saw her husband dancing, and despised him for that. Not the way

a king should behave in public! She came out and said sarcastically, ‘See

how the king of Israel honours himself today! He makes a fool of himself

in front of the slave girls and behaves like a good-for-nothing!’

David gave his reply: ‘I will lower myself even more before God who

chose me to replace you father, and the slave-girls will honour me.’

Michal had no children until the day she died.

The Ark was set up in the tent provided for it, in the City of David,

alias Zion, a suburb of Jerusalem where David lived. An altar was built,

and David made extensive arrangements for the priests and Levites to

conduct services and offer sacrifices there. The tent served, in effect, as

a sort of miniature temple, but the original Tabernacle and altar made by

Bezalel in the time of Moses were still at Gibeon and not brought to

Jerusalem until after David’s time by his son Solomon.

2. A type of apron.
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After a while, David had qualms. ‘I am living in a well-build house

while God’s Ark remains in a meagre tent!’ He wanted to build a temple

for it. But God sent him a message: his good intentions were appreciated,

but David had spilt too much blood, killed too many people (albeit the

enemies of Israel) to be the man for this. A temple for God had to be built

by a man of peace, not by a warrior. However, in appreciation of his good

intentions it would be built by his son.

David saw his son Solomon as best suited to do this, and chose him to

be his sucessor, though Solomon was not the oldest. Meanwhile he spent

a lot of time making detailed arrangements for the coming Temple to be

built after his death.

––––––––––––
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