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DAVID FULL KING – JERUSALEM

For five years after the murder of Ish-bosheth, the north (‘Israel’) was

without a king. The people were fed up with the House of Saul, saw

David as the successful king of Judah, remembered his successes even in

the time of Saul, and went to Hebron to arrange for him to be their king.

David then became accepted by both north and south as king of all Israel.

The problem then arose as to where he should reside and make his

capital. He could not rule the north from Hebron in Judah, nor could he

rule the south from Shechem (the most central place) in Ephraim or even

from Gibeah (Saul’s capital) in Benjamin. Benjamin was still attached to

the north, ‘Israel’ as against Judah.

For political reasons he wisely chose Jerusalem, a town on the border

of Judah and Benjamin, still under foreign rule, but just inside Benjamin.

This would please the north, and was near enough for the south.

He may also have taken into account Jerusalem’s strategic value. It was

virtually impregnable against attack as it was surrounded by hills

separated from the town by deep valleys on the east, south and west,

while the north was strengthened. In fact, in later centuries it withstood

the siege of Senacherib and for a long time that of Nebuchadnezzar’s

general Nebuzareden.

Situated by the crossroads of two trade routes, Jerusalem also had a

commercial advantage, but that probably did not interest David, though it

was a great asset to his successor Solomon.

However David found it occupied by the Jebusites, and it was even

known by the name of Jebus. He issued a challenge to someone to

conquer it. Joab accepted the challenge and conquered the town.
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David was friendly with Hiram the Phoenician king of Tyre, who sent

him Lebanese cedar wood, the best timber available, with which he built

a house there.

His next desire was to bring the Ark to Jerusalem to make it the

religious and spiritual, not merely the political, capital – next story.
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