
Story Number 139

HEZEKIAH AND ISAIAH

Part 1.

Hezekiah, king of Judah, was the great-grandson of Uzziah who, you

remember, contracted zara’at when he tried to offer incense on the altar,

a privilege granted only to the priests. The Bible tells us quite a lot about

Hezekiah, 1 of which we will only tell a little.

He came to the throne at the age of twenty-five, during the reign of the

last king of Samaria (the Kingdom of Israel), only six years before the

final destruction and exile of the latter by two successive Assyrian

kings. 2

He was a great reformer; the people had lapsed again into idolatry and

he set out to remove it, working very hard in the process. He was very

much influenced by the navi Isaiah (see later) and unlike his predecessors

he listened to him.

In the first year of his reign he set about repairing and restoring the

proper use of the Temple, which had become neglected. Offerings and

incense had not been offered and the doors of the Temple were closed.

Hezekiah re-opened the doors and had them repaired as well as the rooms

attached to the Temple, cleaned out (from idolatry) the Temple and all

that was in it plus the altar, and had the priests do their duties and offer

up the regular sacrifices.

1. More in the book of Chronicles than in the book of Kings.

2. Shalmaneser and Sargon.
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Part 2.

He then decided that the Pesach festival should be observed, but

nothing was ready in time for the correct date in the first month (Nisan).

So he decided to hold a mass Pesach celebration on the fourteenth of the

second month, which the Torah gives as an alternative for someone who

for a very good reason cannot celebrate it at the correct date.3

He not only invited the entire population of Judah to bring the Pesach

offering, but sent messengers into what was left of the kingdom of Israel

in the North before they were all deported by the Assyrians, inviting the

people there to come and join in with the celebration. The messengers

were laughed and jeered at everywhere, but there were a number of people

who listened and came.

Now before bringing and eating a sacrifice, especially the Pesach, each

person would ‘cleanse’ himself, make sure he was not tamé (ritually

barred from eating sacrifice meat), because it is a very serious sin to eat

sacrifice meat when one is tamé. However many of the people who came

from the north did not know about this, did not bother, and ate when

tamé. Hezekiah prayed to God to forgive them, because after all they took

the trouble to come, and this was their first worship of God for a long

time; God listened and forgave them.

Following this, the people decided to celebrate the seven-day festival

of Matsot, because they felt it appropriate, though strictly this should be

in the first month even if tamé. But it was all a great occasion, so much

that the people decided to extend it to another seven days! There had not

been such a celebration of Pesach and Matsot for centuries! Everyone was

very happy.

Hezekiah next persuaded the people to bring the priests’ portions and

Levites’ tithes, and arranged for their fair distribution.

3. Num. 9:10-11.
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Part 3.

God helped him to win many battles against enemies. He also built a

tunnel that allowed water to come into Jerusalem, a tunnel that can be

seen (and walked through) today. A plaque describing how it was built,

discovered over a hundred years ago, is now in a museum in Turkey.

Meanwhile the Assyrian Empire had grown and become very powerful,

conquering many nations. The latest king, Sennacherib, had threatened

Judah and it seems that Hezekiah made some sort of arrangement with

him – we are not told what, probably to pay an annual tribute. But he

rebelled (failed to pay) and in the fourteenth year of Hezekiah’s reign

Sennacherib threatened to come with an enormous army and destroy

Judah. Hezekiah apologised and offered to pay him not to – ‘Name your

price’. Sennacherib named an enormous price, Hezekiah stripped all the

gold he could find, even from the doors of the Temple, and sent it all to

him, but it did not help. Sennacherib invaded Judah and conquered most

of the towns, then set against Jerusalem, which went under siege. His

general then shouted to the inhabitants to capitulate, and he would take

them to a nice country. They should not listen to Hezekiah who had told

them to trust in God; God would not and could not protect them, no gods

of the other nations had saved them from the Assyrians. This blasphemy

infuriated Hezekiah who called a fast and said a special prayer to God.

Isaiah told him that God had heard and would save them.

That night God sent an angel. 4 who attacked Sennacherib’s army,

killing eighty-five thousand men, who were all found dead in the morning.

Sennacherib took the rest of his army home to Nineveh and did not return.

One day when he was worshipping his idol, two of his sons murdered him

and fled, and a third son took over as emperor.

4. An ‘angel’ is an agent or agency, and need not be a bodiless super-human
‘being’. It could even be a disease, or a vision that frightens someone to death.
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Part 4.

Shortly after this Hezekiah contracted a fatal illness, and Isaiah told

him to make final arrangements with his family, as his time had come.

Hezekiah prayed to God pointing out all he had done and all that he

wanted to still do to encourage proper worship and observance of the

Torah. God listened to him and gave him an extra fifteen years, extending

his reign to twenty-nine years.

Hezekiah’s father and grandfather did not, it seems, take any notice of

Isaiah, but Hezekiah himself did, and the whole population benefitted as

there was justice and prosperity in his reign.

In his later years Hezekiah became extremely rich, with silver and gold,

cattle and sheep, and all sorts of other things. He did a lot of building,

was successful in everything he did, and was highly respected by the

people.

Sadly, however, after three years of the fifteen added a son was born

to him, Manasseh, who took over aged twelve when he finally died, and

we will see what he did.
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