
Story Number 99

THE WITCH OF EN-DOR

The battle was about to start. Saul had collected his army and camped

opposite the enemy camp, and when he saw how large the enemy was he

was terrified. He asked God but got no reply, either from the High Priest

or from the prophets or by dreams. (The internet had packed up.) Samuel

was already dead, and all that remained was to try to contact his spirit

through witchcraft, but here there was a snag. Saul himself had ‘removed’

all the wizards and witches and those who practised anything similar from

the country. Still, Saul was desperate, perhaps there was one who had

been overlooked?

He asked his servants, who told him that there was still a witch at En-

Dor, so he dressed up in disguise and went with two escorts to see her at

night, when he would not be noticed.

He asked her if she would perform her magic and bring up someone

from the dead for him. She replied that he must know how Saul had

‘removed’ all the witches, so why did he want her to do something and

get killed? He swore in God’s name that nothing would happen to her, and

she asked who was to be brought up. He replied ‘Samuel.’

She did her magic and then uttered a piercing scream. ‘Why did you

deceive me?’ she said, ‘You are Saul!’

‘Don’t be afraid’, he replied, ‘What did you see?’

‘A man of divine appearance coming up from the ground’.

‘Describe him!’

From the description she gave he knew that it was Samuel.
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‘Why have you disturbed me to raise me up?’ Samuel asked Saul.

‘I am in great trouble. The enemy is about to fight against me, God has

turned away from me and does not answer even through prophets or

dreams, so I have called you to tell me what to do.’

‘Why ask me, when God has turned away from you and become your

adversary? Because you did not do what he told you to do against Amalek

God has done what he said he would do – taken the kingdom away from

you and given it to David. God is about to deliver you and Israel into the

hands of the Palestinians, and tomorrow you and your sons will be here

with me.’

Saul had a great shock when he heard Samuel’s words. He had not

eaten all day or the previous night and had no strength left, and he fell flat

on the floor.

The woman took pity on him. ‘I risked my life and listened to you, now

you listen to me, let me give you something to eat so that you will have

strength for the journey.’

He refused, saying that he would not eat, but the woman and his

servants pressed him and he agreed. She then prepared a full meal for him

and his men, they ate, and left the same night.
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