
Story Number 96

DAVID AND NABAL

David and his men were in the district of Carmel. NOT Mount Carmel

near Haifa, but a different one in Judah, somewhere south of Bethlehem.

There was a very rich man living near there, called Nabal, who owned

three thousand sheep and a thousand goats, had a very beautiful wife

named Abigail, but who was very mean, nasty and unpleasant! David’s

men used to help his shepherds and protect their flocks from marauders,

including wild animals.

One day David heard that Nabal was about to perform his annual

sheep-shearing. Heavy warm ‘coats’ of hair grow on sheep in the winter,

and in the spring these are cut off for use as wool. In those days each

farmer would choose a day to do this and make it a day of celebration.

David sent ten young men to Nabal and told them to bless him and

wish him well and all that was his, remind him that he (David) and his

men had looked after Nabal’s shepherds and seen that they had no losses.

(Shepherds often had losses of sheep that wandered away or were stolen

by rustlers or killed by wild animals.) In return, perhaps Nabal could give

him and his men something, meaning food, especially meat, and drink.

They went and did as David said, and Nabal turned round and flatly

refused. ‘Who is David, a slave running away from his master? And why

should I give any of the food and drink that I have prepared for my

shearers to strangers that I do not know ?’

The men returned to David and told him, and he was furious. ‘For

nothing I helped this man, he lost nothing, and now he repays my good

with bad. Now I swear I will see that nothing of his will remain.’ He

immediately put on his sword, armed four hundred men, and left two

hundred behind to guard the possessions.
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Meanwhile one of Nabal’s servants told Abigail, Nabal’s wife, what

had happened. ‘David sent men to bless our master, and he pounced on

them. David’s men have been very good to us, made sure we lost nothing

and acted as a fence around us day and night. David is angry and

preparing to do this wicked man and all his family harm in return, so see

what you can do.’

Without letting Nabal know, Abigail quickly took a very large amount

of bread, wine, fig-cakes, raisins and mutton, put them on donkeys, and

told her men to take them to David, while she herself followed on a

donkey. Halfway down the hill she and her men met David and his men

coming up.

She immediately got off the donkey, bowed down to David, and

grabbed his legs. She told him that she had not been there when David’s

men came, that her husband was a bad man, and she pleaded with him not

to spill blood, which would be a mark against him when he became king.

She asked him to accept the present she had brought, God would repay

him and deal with her husband.

David blessed God who by sending her had prevented him from spilling

innocent blood, and blessed her who had also saved her own life; had she

not come he would have wiped out the entire family. He accepted her gift

and told her to go home, he had listened to her.

When she returned, Nabal was celebrating with a royal feast and got

blind drunk, so she said nothing. In the morning she told him what

happened; hearing what she had given away he had a paralytic stroke, and

ten days later he died.

Hearing that Nabal had died, David blessed God for avenging him and

for preventing him from doing anything bad. He then sent for Abigail and

married her. [Saul had taken away his daughter Michal, David’s first wife,

and given her to someone else.] David later married another woman,

Ahinoam, and had two wives: Abigail and Ahinoam.
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