
Story Number 95

DAVID AND SAUL IN THE CAVE

David now had about six hundred men with him. Saul branded them as

rebels and was determined to catch and kill David and all his men. At the

same time Abiathar the priest, who had escaped from Nob and joined

David, had brought with him an ephod, a sort of apron that the priests

wore, through which he could in some mysterious way contact God with

a question and receive a reply – like sending and receiving an SMS.

One day David heard that the Palestinians were attacking the town of

Keilah. He asked God if this was the case and would they make a full

attack on the town, and the answer was ‘yes’. Should he go and attack the

Palestinians? The answer again was ‘yes’. But his men were afraid, so he

asked again and the answer was that he would win. They then attacked

and defeated the enemy and rescued the town.

Saul heard that David was in Keilah, so he took a very large army to

destroy the town if necessary, in order to get David and his men. David

heard about this and asked God, through Abiathar’s ephod, if he would

come, and the answer was ‘yes’. He then asked, if Saul demanded that

either they hand him and his men over or he would destroy the town,

would the people of Keilah hand him over? The answer was that they

would, so he and his men left there and went somewhere else. Hearing

that David had left the town, Saul abandoned the plan.

After that, Saul kept trying to locate David, who together with his men

kept dodging from place to place, mostly in the Judean desert, especially

in the region of Ziph. Jonathan found out where he was and came secretly

to meet him. He told David ‘I know that one day you will be king, and I

will be your deputy.’ They swore another oath of friendship, and Jonathan
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went home. But the Ziphites told Saul that David was in the region, and

if he would come they would go with him and try to find him. Saul came

with his army, and they kept searching, while David kept dodging, until

a message arrived for Saul that there was a Philistine attack back home,

so he left searching for David and went back to deal with the enemy.

After dealing with the enemy he returned to look for David. At one

time, David and at least some of his men were hiding in the sides of a

large cave, when suddenly Saul, not knowing they were there, came in for

private reasons. 1 David’s men saw him and told him ‘Here is your

enemy and the opportunity to deal with him as you wish’. David refused

to kill Saul, but went up quietly and cut off a corner of his coat without

being noticed. [Later he regretted even doing this, as Saul was God’s

anointed.] David prevented his men from attacking Saul, who left without

noticing anything.

David followed and called after Saul, and when he looked round David

bowed down to him and said ‘Why do you listen to people who say I wish

you harm? See, I found you in the cave and could have killed you, but

instead I simply cut off a piece of your coat and here it is in my hand. If

I did not kill you then, it means that I wish you no harm. Who are you

chasing after? Why do you want to kill me? May God judge between us,

but my hand will not attack you.’

‘My son David!’ replied Saul. ‘I see that I had intended you harm and

you repaid me with kindness by not killing me when you had the chance.

May God reward you for this. I know that you will be king one day, and

I want you to swear that you will not kill off all my descendants and wipe

out my name.’

David swore the oath, Saul went home, and David and his men returned

to the stronghold where he had been hiding.

––––––––––––

1. To use it as a toilet.
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