
Story Number 94

SAUL AND NOB

Last time we left David running away from Saul after the warning of

Jonathan’s arrows, and going to Nob, a town of priests. At the time, they

seem not to have had the Tabernacle which had been rescued from Shiloh,

certainly not the Ark. However, they kept the custom of the Showbread

in memory of the original procedure. [If the Tabernacle had been there

they would have had genuine showbread – see later.]

David arrived, and Ahimelech the High Priest was frightened that he

came alone. He knew that David was the king’s son-in-law and close to

the king, but had not heard of Saul’s enmity.

David was hungry, and anyway needed food for a long journey. He told

Ahimelech that the king had sent him on an top secret mission, and he had

left his men at a certain place outside the town. He asked for five loaves

of bread or whatever was available. Ahimelech replied that there was no

ordinary bread at hand, only holy Showbread (that had been replaced), and

if any of his men had been near a woman and become ritually unfit they

would not be allowed to eat the holy food. David assured him that they

had not been near any woman for three days, and were all ritually fit. So

Ahimelech gave him the showbread of the previous week which had been

taken away and replaced. 1

1. The actual official showbread in the Tabernacle was ‘extra-holy’ and could
only be eaten by the priests, and within the Tabernacle precincts (Lev. 24:9).
Ahimelech would not have given it to a non-priest, or even to a priest to eat
outside the premises, and David would not have asked for it. Also the laws of ‘fit’
and ‘unfit’ for eating holy food were far more complicated, and more than the
simple assurance given would be needed. This could only mean that the
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David then asked for a sword or spear, as the king’s orders had been

so urgent that he had not had time to find a weapon. Ahimelech replied

that the only weapon available was the sword of Goliath, the giant that

David had killed. David said it would be sufficient, took it, and left.

Now Doeg the Edomite, Saul’s chief shepherd, happened to be there at

the time and saw what happened. He comes back into the story later.

David fled first to Gath, a city of the Palestinians (or Philistines) and

went to Achish 2 the king. However the king’s servants recognised him

and warned the king that he was David, so he started acting like a

madman and even let saliva dribble onto his beard. Achish told them to

take him away, he had enough lunatics and did not need any more, so

David ran away. He escaped from place to place; meanwhile all his

relatives and acquaintances heard about him and many went and joined

him, especially those who were bitter in life or who were in debt and

wanted to escape their creditors, till he gathered a group of about four

hundred men. He also took his parents to the king of Moab and asked him

to look after them, which he apparently did. 3

Saul meantime was at his home town of Gibeah with all his servants,

and his hatred of David had become an obsession. Knowing that David

was a likely candidate to replace him or his son as king, he asked them

‘Men of Benjamin, 4 listen! Will the son of Jesse (David) give you all

lands and vineyards, appoint you as officers in the army, that you have all

conspired against me and not told me that my son has made a treaty with

him and set him, my servant, as an ambush against me?’

1. (...continued)

showbread was simply symbolic in memory of the real showbread, and they gave
it a degree of holiness that an ‘unfit’ person was not allowed to eat it.

2. Also referred to as Abimelech, but that was a title of all their kings like
Pharaoh of Egypt.

3. But see Deut. 23:7.

4. His tribe. David was from Judah.
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Doeg the Edomite was there, and spoke:

‘I was at Nob and saw David come there to Ahimelech the priest, who

asked God on his behalf, gave him food and Goliath’s sword.’

Saul sent to fetch Ahimelech and his entire family, all the priests of

Nob, and they all came.

‘Why did you and David conspire against me’, Saul asked him, ‘giving

him food and a weapon and asking God on his behalf, so as to put him in

ambush against me?’

‘Who among all your servants is trusted more than David as your son-

in-law, obeying your wishes and respected throughout? Heaven forbid that

I should refuse to ask God on his behalf! I know nothing of all this.’

‘You and all your family will die, Ahimelech’ replied Saul, who then

asked his servants to kill them all, because they were all with David, they

knew that he was running away and did not tell him.

But his servants were afraid to kill God’s priests, so Saul turned to

Doeg and told him to do it.

Doeg listened, and killed eighty-five priests, then attacked the town of

Nob and massacred all the inhabitants – men, women and children – and

even killed all the cattle, sheep and donkeys.

Only Abiathar, a son of Ahimelech, escaped, ran to David, and told him

what had happened.

‘When I saw Doeg there I knew he would tell Saul’, David told him.

‘Stay with me and do not be afraid, whoever wants to kill me will also

want to kill you, you are in my charge.’ He stayed with David. But there

is a lot more.

––––––––––––––––
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