
Story Number 93

SAUL, DAVID AND JONATHAN - 2

Saul, as we have seen, was jealous of David, and wanted him dead. His

first attempt and his plan failed, so he gave instructions to Jonathan and

to all his servants to kill David.

Jonathan, Saul’s son, wanted to save David, so he told him to watch

out, and to hide. He then spoke to his father and persuaded him that David

had done him no harm, on the contrary had done him a lot of good, killing

a lot of his enemies. Saul listened to him and swore an oath that David

should not be put to death. Jonathan brought David out of hiding, took

him to Saul, and they were reconciled. David then fought another battle

against the enemy and defeated them.

One day, once again Saul was in a bad mood, and while David was

playing to him he again took his spear and tried to pin David to the wall

with it. He missed, the spear stuck in the wall, and David ran home. Saul

sent messengers to guard David’s house and to kill him in the morning.

David’s wife Michal, Saul’s daughter, warned him that if he did not leave

the house that night he would be dead next day, so she let him out by the

window and he escaped. She then stuffed some ornaments into the bed

and covered them to look as if he was asleep; when the messengers came

to take David she told them he was ill. They went back to Saul and

reported, who told them to bring him in the bed to be killed. They went

back and Michal showed them the ornaments in the bed!

Saul was furious and asked her why she deceived him and helped his

enemy to escape. She replied that David had threatened to kill her if she

didn’t help.
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Meanwhile David escaped to Ramah, Samuel’s home, and told Samuel

all about it. After all, it was Samuel who had anointed him. But Saul’s

spies told him that David was in Ramah, so he sent messengers to fetch

him. Samuel dealt with the matter.

When Saul’s men arrived they met Samuel in the way with a group of

prophets, and they started to prophesy along with them! So Saul sent

another group, and then a third group, and each time the same thing

happened. Finally he went himself, and on seeing Samuel and his group

of prophets he stripped himself naked, then he too started to prophesy! He

lay naked all night, and meanwhile David escaped.

David went back to Jonathan, who undertook to help him. Between

them they made a plan. The next day was New Moon, when the king

would hold a special dinner for himself, Abner (the Commander-in-chief),

Jonathan and David. David would not come, but would hide at an agreed

spot in the countryside; he would be missed, and Saul would ask about

him. Jonathan would answer that he had asked his permission to go home

to Bethlehem for a family festival. If Saul would accept this, all well and

good, it would be safe for David to return, but if he would become angry

it would not be safe, and David should get well away. Jonathan would let

him know the result. How would he let him know?

The next day Jonathan would come with his bow, three arrows and a

caddy (a servant carrying his arrows) to near where Dad was hiding, and

would practise shooting at a target. After shooting the arrows he would

send the servant to fetch them and bring them back to use again. While

the servant was looking Jonathan would either shout ‘You have gone too

far, come back a bit, the arrows are nearer’ or ‘The arrows are further

away.’ If he shouts ‘They are nearer come back,’ David would know that

Saul is quiet and it is safe for him to come back home; if he shouts that

they are further away, it is for David to go further away, to escape as it

is unsafe. David would get the message and the servant would know

nothing about it.
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It seems that the New Moon was celebrated for two days. On the first

day, David’s absence was not commented on. Saul assumed he was unfit

to join them. But when he did not appear on the second day, Saul asked

why David had twice not appeared. Jonathan replied that he had asked

permission to go home to a family festival at Bethlehem. Saul exploded

with anger.

‘I know you are friends with David, to your shame. As long as he is

alive, you will never become king. 1 Now send and fetch him, for he is

under sentence of death!’

‘What has he done to deserve death?’ asked Jonathan.

Saul did not answer, but picked up his spear to attack him with.

Jonathan got out of the way and left the table, angry.

The next morning he put the plan into operation, and when the servant

went to fetch the arrows he shouted that they were further away. When the

servant brought back the arrows he sent him home, and David, who had

heard, came out of hiding. They reaffirmed their friendship, parted crying,

and Jonathan went home, while David ran away to the town of Nob.

[Next story.]

1. It seems that Saul had heard of the anointing, and Jonathan was his oldest son.
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