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DAVID AND GOLIATH

The Palestinians (formerly called Philistines) decided to start a war to

conquer Israel. They encamped on a mountain, and Saul with his army

encamped on an opposite mountain, with a ravine between them.

Suddenly a Palestinian giant appeared, called Goliath, who came from

the town of Gath. He was over nine feet (three metres) tall, wore an

extremely heavy helmet, thick armour and leg shields all made of

brass, 1 and carried a very heavy iron spear, with a man carrying a

shield walking in front of him.

Goliath shouted a challenge to the Israelites. ‘Why fight a battle? Send

out one man to fight me, if he kills me we will be your servants, and if

I kill him you will be our servants and will serve us. I hereby scorn and

despise the army of Israel – send me one man and we will fight each

other.’ When Saul and the people of Israel heard this they were all

terrified.

Now there was a man living in Bethlehem named Jesse who had eight

sons, and the three oldest were in Saul’s army. The youngest, David the

shepherd and musician, used to play music to Saul, but occasionally left

him, going backwards and forwards to Bethlehem to look after the sheep.

One day Jesse gave David some food and drink to take to his brothers in

the army with a present for the commanding officer. Meanwhile Goliath

had been shouting his challenge every day for forty days, and when David

arrived with the presents, while talking to his brothers, he heard him.

1. Or perhaps bronze. The Hebrew word can mean copper, brass or bronze.
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Everyone was terrified of Goliath. David was furious at the man who

had dared to scorn the army of Israel and put them to shame. He asked

what the king would do for the man who killed this monster, and they told

him that Saul had promised to make whoever killed him very rich, give

him his daughter in marriage, and exempt his family from all taxes. His

oldest brother overheard and was angry with him, asking him why he left

the sheep. ‘I know you, you wanted to come and watch the battle.’ David

asked what he had done wrong, he was merely talking. He spoke to

another and got the same response. Eventually they told Saul what he was

saying.

David said to Saul ‘Don’t worry about this man, I myself will go and

fight him!’

‘You can’t fight this man’, said Saul, ‘You are just a boy and he has

been a soldier all his life.’

‘I look after my father’s sheep’ replied David, ‘and once a lion came

and seized one. I followed him, grabbed his beard and killed him and

rescued the sheep from his mouth, and then killed the bear that came with

him. This uncircumcised 2 Philistine will be like one of them, because

he has scorned God’s army. God who rescued me from the lion and the

bear will rescue me from this Palestinian.’

Saul said ‘Alright, go and may God be with you.’ He then dressed

David in his armour and helmet, and gave him his sword. David tried to

walk with all this, but found that he couldn’t, because he was not used to

it all, so he took it all off. He then chose five round stones from the

valley and put them in his bag, took his stick and sling, and approached

the giant, as the latter approached him.

When Goliath saw David, a red-faced boy, he had a shock. ‘Am I a dog

that you come to me with sticks? Come here and I will send your flesh to

the animals and birds of prey!’ He then cursed him by his gods.

2. Used as a term of contempt especially against the Philistines.
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‘You come to me with sword, spear and javelin’, said David, ‘while I

come to you in the name of the God of the armies of Israel that you

despise. Today God will hand you over to me, I will kill you and cut off

your head, and give the whole Palestinian camp to the animals and birds

of prey. The whole world will know that Israel has a God, who does not

rescue by sword and spear but who wins the battle and who will deliver

all of you to us.’

Then as Goliath approached, David ran towards him, took a stone out

of his bag and put it into the sling, and catapulted it at Goliath. It hit him

in the forehead and sank into his head, and he fell down. David went up

to him, took his sword, finished him off and cut off his head which he

took to Jerusalem. Seeing their leader dead, the enemy fled, and the troops

of Israel and Judah chased after them and routed and massacred them.

When Saul saw David going out against Goliath he asked Abner, his

commander-in-chief, ‘Who is this lad?’

‘Blowed if I know!’ replied Abner.

‘Then find out’ said Saul.

When David returned, Saul asked him ‘Whose son are you?’ Of course

Saul knew who he was, but wanted to know more about his background.

David replied ‘I am the son of your servant Jesse of Bethlehem.’

––––––––––––––
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