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THE ANOINTING OF DAVID; DAVID THE MUSICIAN

After Samuel told Saul that God had rejected him, he mourned, as Saul

was his protegé. God told Samuel to stop mourning, to take some oil, and

to go to Jesse in Bethlehem where he would find one of his sons (God

would point out which one) to anoint instead of Saul.

The idea was not to remove Saul, but to substitute someone else when

he died, instead of his son.

Samuel was worried, and replied ‘How can I do this? As soon as Saul

hears what I am going to do he will kill me, and I won’t be able to do it!’

‘No problem!’ God answered. ‘Take a calf with you, and when you get

there announce that you have come to offer a sacrifice. Make sure that

Jesse is there, I will tell you what to do, and you can then anoint the one

I tell you.’

This way Saul would not know anything about it until he suddenly

anointed somone, and then it would be too late for Saul to prevent it or

do anything about it.

Samuel did as he was told. When he arrived at Bethlehem the people

were frightened. ‘What is the matter?’

‘Don’t worry’ said Samuel, ‘I have just come to offer a sacrifice.’ He

did this, then invited a few of them to the meal, to eat the meat of the

sacrifice, and made sure that Jesse with his sons was among them.

When they arrived, Samuel saw Jesse’s eldest, a tall handsome man,

and said to himself that this must be the one to be anointed. But God said

to him ‘No! Not this one.’ Then six other sons came, and regarding each

one in turn God said ‘No!’
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Finally Samuel asked if there were any more, and Jesse replied that

there was a younger one who was looking after the sheep. ‘Fetch him!’

said Samuel.

They brought him, a good-looking youngster named David, and God

said to Samuel ‘This is the one!’ Samuel anointed him in front of all the

family, and then went home.

After the anointing, God’s divine spirit left Saul and settled on David,

while a bad spirit was sent to Saul instead; that is to say, from time to

time Saul became very bad-tempered.

Saul’s fits of bad temper upset the people near to him, and his servants

suggested searching for a musician who would play for him when he felt

in a bad mood, so that the music would calm him down. Saul agreed.

One of his servants said he knew that Jesse of Bethlehem had a son

who was a strong, good-looking man that God helped and who was also

a good musician. Saul sent to Jesse to send his son David the shepherd.

Nobody seems to have realised that by coincidence this was the man

Samuel had anointed as Saul’s successor.

Jesse sent him with a present to Saul. Whenever Saul felt bad-tempered

David played to him, he felt better, and the ‘bad spirit’ would go away.

Saul took a great liking to him, made him his ‘armour-bearer’ (like a

caddy in golf), and sent to his father Jesse that he wished to keep him.

2


