
Story Number 87

JABESH-GILEAD

At the time Saul was being installed as king at Mizpah in Benjamin,

there was serious trouble in Transjordan.

Nahash the king of Ammon decided to attack Jabesh-Gilead. Unable to

defend themselves the inhabitants sent a message that they were willing

to make an agreement to serve him if he did not attack. He replied that he

would do this only on one condition – that every inhabitant should have

his right eye put out, so that they would be a disgrace to all Israel.

The elders of Jabesh replied ‘Leave us for seven days, and we will look

for help. If there is none, we will come out and meet you.’

Then they sent messengers throughout Israel asking for help. When the

messengers arrived at Gibeah, the people there heard and cried. Later Saul

arrived from the fields and asked why the people were crying, and they

told him about Jabesh.

Now you may remember that at one time there was a Civil War in

Israel, when most of the tribe of Benjamin were killed; of the six hundred

that remained four hundred took wives from the girls of Jabesh Gilead

(whose other inhabitants were also killed). This was a long time earlier,

and the tribe of Benjamin had recouperated in the meantime, but there

were obviously connections between them and Jabesh Gilead, whose

inhabitants were probably either from Benjamin or relatives. So on

hearing of their troubles, Saul was particularly concerned and extremely

angry. He slaughtered an animal and cut it into pieces which he sent

throughout Israel with a message that anyone who fails to come to his aid

will have that done to his cattle.

Three hundred and thirty thousand men turned up at Bezek.
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Saul then sent back the messengers to tell the men of Jabesh

‘Tomorrow morning you will have help.’

The people of Jabesh rejoiced, and sent a message to Nahash the

Ammonite ‘Tomorrow we will come to meet you, and you can do with us

what you want.’

Next day Saul’s army came and wiped out the Ammonite army.

The people then asked Samuel ‘Who are those who said that Saul is not

fit to be our king? Hand them over and we will put them to death.’ 1 But

Saul insisted that nobody should be put to death that day after God had

enabled a great rescue for the people.

Confirmation

At that point Samuel asked them all to go to Gilgal 2 and confirm

Saul’s appointment as king, which they did and had a grand celebration.

Samuel then gave them another lecture. First he asked them if he had

ever taken anything from anyone or done anyone harm, and the people

assured him that he had not.

Next, he reminded them of all the troubles they had had, and how God

had sent Moses and Aaron to take them out of Egypt, and then later

Gideon and Jephthah and others to rescue them, each time because they

had got themselves into trouble by abandoning God. Suddenly when

Nahash of Ammon threatened to attack they demanded a king! So now

here was the king God had given them, and as long as they and their king

did not abandon God all would be well, but otherwise ......!

Finally he said that he would show them how wrong they were. It was

late Spring (Shavuot) when there is normally no rain, the crops have just

come out, reaping has just begun, and heavy rain would be a curse as it

1. They were very bloodthirsty in those days.

2. There were a few places of that name and we do not know which one this was.
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would damage and ruin the crops. He would pray for a thunderstorm

which would show God’s anger.

He did this, the storm came, and the people were terrified and admitted

that they had been wrong. They asked him to pray for them, which he

promised he would continue to do, but again warned them not to abandon

God, or they and their king would perish.
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