
Story Number 86

A KING

Part One – The Demand

The elders of Israel assembled and went to see Samuel at his home in

Ramah. ‘You are getting old’ they said to him, ‘and your sons do not

follow in your ways. 1 So please give us a king like all other nations.’

Hearing this upset Samuel very much. 2

[One needs to understand the basic political setup – not the people but

the system. There was local government in each town, and the country

was divided into twelve tribal areas, which meant in effect a federation of

twelve autonomous states, each running its own affairs (compare the early

days of Canada, Australia, U.S.A., etc.) within a single constitution, the

Torah. Then there was the religious centre, the Tabernacle, with a High

Priest in charge; the priests and Levites who served there went backwards

and forwards to their homes in different parts of the country and served

as tentacles holding the states together. But there was, deliberately, no

central government, especially the worst type – a permanent hereditary

monarch who cannot be removed! For Israel the central government, the

‘king’, was to be God, who rules through people’s conscience within the

framework of the Torah. If a special national problem arose, the High

Priest could ask God through the urim and thummim, and if a national

leader was needed, God would supply one (as happened with the Judges),

whose position would not be hereditary. Services and such would be dealt

with by the town or by the tribe. Moses did not advocate a monarchy.]

1. As judges they accepted bribes and perverted justice, told in an earlier story.

2. If reading to children, the following paragraph should not be read as it
appears, but the reader should first read it to himself, then explain in his own
words as much of it as necessary, according to the age of the children listening.
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Samuel in particular was upset because this went right against all that

he had been trying to teach them – that their king was God. He prayed to

God, who told him ‘Listen to the people and give them what they ask.’

No, God was not pleased either. He then explained to Samuel ‘It is not

you that they have rejected, it is me, they have rejected me as a king to

reign over them. After all that I have done for them, from the time they

left Egypt, they have abandoned me and worshipped other gods, and now

they are doing the same to you. 3 Listen to them, but first warn them

exactly how the king will act and what he will do.’

Samuel told the people what God had said, and then proceeded.

‘This is what the king who rules over you will do. He will take your

sons and put them in his chariots as warriors and as drivers, and as

runners who run in front of the king’s chariot. He will appoint them as

army officers, make them plough his land, reap his produce and

manufacture his weapons. He will take your daughters for cooks, and

requisition the best of your lands, vineyards and olive groves and give

them to his favourites. He will impose a tax on all your produce and give

it to his ministers. He will take the best of your slaves, your servants and

your donkeys, and use them for his own purposes. He will take a tenth of

your flocks, and you will be his slaves. On that day you will cry out

against the king you have chosen, and God will not answer you.’

But the people refused to listen to him, and said ‘We want a king like

all the other nations, who will judge us, and go out and fight our battles.’

Samuel heard what they said, and reported back to God.

The reply was that he should listen to them and appoint a king for

them. So he told the men to go home, and he would deal with the matter.

3. Disregarding all that you have tried to teach them.
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Part Two – The Choice

Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, had a son named Saul who was

very good-looking and extremely tall – head and shoulders taller than

anyone else! One day Kish’s donkeys disappeared, so he asked Saul to

take one of the servants and go and look for them. They searched for

many miles around, and after three days Saul said to the servant ‘I think

we had better go home, otherwise father will stop worrying about the

donkeys and start to worry about us!’

‘Wait a bit’ said the servant, ‘there is a Man of God (Prophet) in the

nearby town who is highly respected, and whatever he foretells happens.

Perhaps we should go and ask him, and he might tell us where to look.’

‘But what can we give him?’ asked Saul. ‘We have even finished the

food we brought with us.’

‘Not to worry’ said the servant, ‘I happen to have a quarter of a shekel

with me, let’s go and ask him.’

So they went, and as they approached the town they met some girls on

their way to draw water, and asked them if there was a Seer there. (In

those days they called a Prophet a ‘Seer’.)

‘Yes, but hurry’ they replied. ‘He has come to the town today to offer

a sacrifice on the altar, and you will meet him, but catch him before he

blesses the sacrifice and goes to eat, because the people who are invited

will not eat before that.’

They entered the town, and met Samuel coming towards them on the

way to the altar, but did not know who he was.

Now the day before, God had told Samuel ‘Tomorrow I will send you

a man from Benjamin, and you should anoint him as king. He will rescue

the people from the Palestinians, because the people have cried out to me

and I have taken pity on them.’

When Samuel saw Saul God told him ‘This is the man I spoke about.’

Saul approached Samuel and said ‘Tell me please where the Seer lives?’
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‘I am the Seer’ replied Samuel. ‘Come with me to the altar and eat

with me today, and tomorrow I will see you off and tell you all that you

may want to know. Do not worry about the donkeys that have been

missing for three days, they have been found. Meanwhile all Israel is

looking to you and your family.’

‘I am a Benjamite’ said Saul, ‘from the smallest tribe in Israel, and my

family is the smallest in the tribe, so why have you said this to me?’ But

Samuel did not answer.

Samuel took Saul and the servant and put them at the head of the

table 4 where there were thirty-odd guests. Then he told the cook to

bring the special portion that he had told him to put aside, he gave it to

them, and they all ate together. When they returned to the town to

Samuel’s home they spoke together on the roof.

Very early next morning Samuel called Saul to see him off. As they

left the house together he said ‘Ask the servant to go on a little way

ahead, so that we can talk privately, and I’ll tell you what God has said.’

He took some oil and poured it over Saul’s head and kissed him, saying

‘God has anointed you king over his people.’ He added that on his way

home Saul would meet various people and different things would happen

each time. 5 Then he should do whatever he thought he should do, as

God would be with him. Finally he told Saul that he should go to Gilgal

and wait seven days until he, Samuel, came to offer sacrifices and tell him

what to do. In fact all these things happened that day on the way home.

4. There were two good reason for honouring Saul. First he was a man chosen
by God, second it was prudent to honour a future king who might remember.
However there was no such reason for honouring the servant, but this showed the
humility of Samuel – he would not humiliate a visitor by sending him to eat with
the servants in the kitchen, but treated a human being with respect.

5. The details are an interesting story in themselves, but would make this story,
already much longer than the average, far too long, They may be optionally
inserted from the appendix.
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On returning home, Saul’s uncle asked them what had happened, and

Saul replied that they had looked for the donkeys and could not find them

so they went to Samuel.

‘What did Samuel say?’ the uncle asked, and Saul replied that he told

them that the donkeys were found, but did not tell him what Samuel said

about the kingship.

Part Three – The Appointment

Samuel then assembled all the people at Mizpah 6 before God, and at

first again lectured them. ‘God is angry that he has rescued you from

Egypt and from all your enemies and troubles, and now you reject him

and tell him that you demand a king. Alright, get ready.’

They then began to cast lots, starting with the tribes, and Benjamin

came up. Then they cast lots by clans, then by families, and finally by

individuals. The result was Saul son of Kish, and they looked for him but

could not find him. So they asked God and were told that he was hiding

himself and where. They fetched him out, and Samuel presented him to

the people, a man head and shoulders taller than everyone!

‘Look at the man God has chosen!’ he said, and the people shouted

‘Long live the king!’

Samuel told them of the king’s conduct, 7 wrote it all in a document,

placed it ‘before God’, and sent the people home, while Saul returned to

his home in Gibeah, together with a number of supporters.

However, there were some who despised him and questioned how he

could help, and he kept silent.

6. The one in Benjamin, not the one in Gilead in Transjordan.

7. It is not certain if this means that he told them the king’s rights and duties or
that he repeated his warnings of what the king would eventually do to them.
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APPENDIX

[Saul’s journey home after his first meeting with Samuel, to be

inserted at the reader’s discretion when reading the story to others.]

Samuel told Saul, before he left, about people he would meet, events

that would occur, and what he should do, on his way home. We do not

know where the town was where they met – it was not Samuel’s home

town of Ramah because the girls told Saul that he ‘came there to offer

sacrifices’ – but it was a long way from Saul’s home in Gibeah, probably

somewhere in Mount Ephraim north of Bethel.

Here is what he said:

1. ‘After leaving me, you will meet two men at Zelzah by Rachel’s tomb

in the territory of Benjamin, 8 who will tell you that the donkeys have

been found, your father has forgotten about them and worries about you.

2. ‘When you reach Elon Tabor you will meet three men on their way to

worship God at Bethel. One will be taking three goats, one will be taking

three loaves of bread, and the third will be carrying a jar of wine. They

will greet you and give you two loaves of bread which you will accept

from them.

3. ‘On arriving at ‘The Hill of God’ 9 where the Palestinian officials are

stationed and reach the town you will meet a group of prophets with

8. From here and other sources it can be shown that Rachel’s tomb is in the
territory of Benjamin, north of (old) Jerusalem – some claim to have discovered
it, but anyway the approximate location (the disrict) is known and agreed on. It
is not in or just outside Bethlehem as taught. She was buried on the road (from
Bethel) while still some distance to Ephrath which is Bethlehem.

9. Possibly Ramallah, which in Arabic means Hill of God.
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musical instruments coming down from the altar, ‘prophesying’. 10 A

spirit of God will fall on you, and you will join them and do the same,

and you will become a different man!

‘When all these things happen, do whatever comes to hand, because

God will be with you.’

All these things happened that same day. When he met the group he

started to ‘prophesy’, and people who already knew him saw and asked

‘What is this? Is Saul also among the prophets?’ From this came the

saying ‘Is Saul also among the prophets?’

When he finished, he went home and met his uncle ..... (the main story

continues).

10. The Hebrew ¼$I%L̄ H( means ‘to prophesy’, that is to deliver someone else’s
(such as God’s) message. The neviim (‘prophets’) who did this, when about to
receive a message from God, would often play music or beat drums and
sometimes even strip themselves naked, then go into a trance. Ordinary people
often classed them wrongly as madmen. The Hebrew ¼$IxK4 D> H( used here means to
go through all this performance, described here as ‘prophesying’ in quotation
marks.
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