
Story Number 85

THE REVENGE

The people had turned once again to idolatry by the time of Samuel,

either completely or worshipping idols jointly with God. At the return of

the Ark, they felt a longing to return. Samuel encouraged them, that they

should remove all the idols of various types in their possession, and serve

God and only God alone. ‘If you do this, he will rescue you from the

Palestinians.’ They listened to him and did this.

Samuel then ordered that all Israel should assemble at The Mizpah, and

he would pray to God on their behalf. This was not the one in Gilead

where Jephthah lived, but the one in Benjamin, not too far from Bethel

and fairly central for those suffering under the Palestinians. 1

They assembled there, poured out libations of water to God, fasted a

whole day and confessed their sins. Samuel then ‘judged them’, helped to

straighten them out, that they should know clearly right from wrong.

Hearing that Israel had assembled at The Mizpah, the Palestinians

under their generals came there to attack them. The Israelites were afraid,

and ordered Samuel to pray to God to rescue them.

Samuel offered a sacrifice and prayed and cried out to God on behalf

of the people, and while he was doing this the Palestinians approached.

But God listened to Samuel, in some way attacked them, so that when the

Israelites went out they fought, chased the Palestinians away, and defeated

1. Just a reminder, the Hebrew ¼1¼- Hº Ḑ H0 D² looks like a plural but is actually a
singular. However it is used collectively and so is translated as a plural, with the
addition of the definite article. Compare the use of Moab for ‘the Moabites’,
Edom for ‘the Edomites’, Mitsrayim for ‘the Egyptians’ and Israel for ‘the
Israelites’. Otherwise you would have ¼1¼- Hº Ḑ H0 D² K( instead of always just ¼1¼- Hº Ḑ H0 D².
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them. As a result they did not again enter the territory of Israel. Later,

Israel also took back all the towns that they had taken, and God was

against the Palestinians all the days of Samuel.

Samuel became the Judge of Israel, the last of the Judges, as we will

see later, and he took his actual judging very seriously. As a judge, he did

a ‘circuit’ once a year, travelling to Bethel, The Gilgal2 and The

Mizpah. Then he would return to his home town of Ramah, 3 where he

built an altar to God and where he acted as judge throughout the rest of

the year.

Sadly, though, his sons did not follow in his ways. In his old age he

appointed them as judges in Beersheba, but they accepted bribes and

perverted justice.

2. It is not clear which Gilgal. Gilgal is mentioned forty times. There was one
near Jericho where Joshua first made his headquarters, another near Shechem
mentioned by Moses (Deut. 11:30), but probably this was another in Benjamin.

3. He was born there and brought up in Shiloh, but evidently after Shiloh was
destroyed he returned to Ramah.
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