
Story Number 84

JOURNEYS OF THE ARK

The Ark was taken out from Shiloh into the battle and was captured by

the Palestinians. However, they found it a very, very ‘hot potato’.

First they took it to Ashdod, and put it in the temple of their god

Dagon, next to the statue of Dagon. Next morning they found that Dagon

had fallen on his face in front of God’s Ark, so they picked him up and

put him back in place.

The following morning they found that he had again fallen in front of

the Ark, and this time his head and two hands were broken off and lying

on the threshold. (For this reason, neither the priests of Dagon nor any

visitors to the temple at Ashdod would ever after that walk on the

threshold.)

God increased pressure on Ashdod, striking all the inhabitants of

Ashdod and its suburbs with piles, a nasty painful illness. 1 They

guessed the cause, and said ‘We do not want the Ark of the God of Israel

here, it is causing terrible trouble to us and to Dagon.’ So they asked the

five Palestinian generals what to do, and were told to take it round.

They did this, and God struck them with a great catastrophe – all the

inhabitants, young and old, were struck with piles! So they sent the Ark

to Ekron, where the inhabitants called the generals and shouted ‘Take it

away! Send it back! We do not want it!’ because there a lot of people

were struck dead, and those who did not die were struck with piles!

In all the Ark was in Palestinian hands for seven months, and the locals

then called all the priests and asked them what to do with the Ark.

1. Haemorrhoids. Children may demand an explanation.
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‘Tell us how to send it back home!’

‘If you want to be cured’ they replied, ‘do not send it back empty-

handed, but include an offering of apology with it. The plague has

attacked you and also the five generals, so send it with five ‘piles’ made

of gold and five golden mice, 2 one each for Ashdod, Gaza, Ashkelon,

Gath and Ekron. Send this as a mark of honour to the God of Israel, and

perhaps he will stop hitting you, your gods and your land. Do not be

obstinate like Pharaoh and the Egyptians. You know what he did to them

so that he had to release the people in the end.

‘Now take a brand new wagon and two cows that have never carried a

yoke and that have just given birth, and hitch the cows to the wagon,

leaving their calves behind at home. Put the Ark and all the gold articles

onto the wagon, release it, and watch. If it goes straight on the road to

Beth Shemesh, then we know that the Ark has been the cause of all our

troubles, 3 but if not then we know that it has not been responsible, what

has happened to us is just something that happened by coincidence.’

They did this and the cows took the wagon straight along the road to

Beth Shemesh, turning neither right nor left, and the Palestinian generals

followed it till it reached there.

It was the time of the wheat harvest, and the people of Beth Shemesh

who were reaping in the fields looked up and saw the Ark approaching.

It carried on until it reached the field of a certain Joshua, and stopped

there by a large rock. The people were overjoyed, the Levites came and

lowered the Ark and the golden articles onto the rock, and the people then

slaughtered the cows and chopped up the wood of the wagon, and burned

the whole as an olah offering to God.

The people of Beth Shemesh rejoiced and offered up all kinds of

sacrifices to God that day. The five generals watched this and then went

2. Mice spread, or were believed to spread, the disease.

3. Normally the cows would not leave the calves but would turn back. If they do
not do this, it will show that God is behind it all somewhere.

2



home. But God struck a lot 4 of the inhabitants of Beth Shemesh dead

because they had gazed 5 at the Ark. The people went from rejoicing to

mourning, and were frightened, so they sent a message to Kirjath-Jearim

saying ‘The Palestinians have returned the Ark, come and take it.’

Kirjath-Jearim 6 sent men who took it to the house of Abinadab on

the hill there, and they put his son Eleazar in charge of it. It remained

there for twenty years until the time of David.

4. There is some confusion here in the Hebrew. Seventy? Or fifty thousand? Or
both? Modern English translations give something quite different to the Hebrew.

5. The Hebrew SSS ¼> J$ ¼| ¼$L< would mean ‘they saw’, but SSS?D% ¼| ¼$L< is an idiom. It
does not mean ‘looked into’ but looked at carefully, studied, gazed at, stared at.
See also Num. 4:20.

6. Also known in those days as Baalah, and sometimes called that in the Bible.
Today it is an Arab village called Abu Ghosh, which has always ben very friendly
to Israel. A new settlement nearby has been called ¼1¼-V< L6D- ¼>K-U< H; but for some
unknown reason the (Jewish) inhabitants insist on calling it Telstone.
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