
Story Number 162

THE DEDICATION OF THE WALL

Jerusalem was desolate, and not enough people were living there to

defend it. They therefore cast lots among the population for ten per cent

to go and live in Jerusalem, while the other ninety per cent could live in

the surrounding towns and villages.

At some time either before or after this, but after the signing of the

covenant, a great celebration was held in dedication of the Wall. It had

not been built with new stones but had been rebuilt with the original

stones that had been lying about in the rubble. The wall was very thick,

so that the top, which was flat, was wide enough to walk on comfortably

and safely.

Musicians were collected from the various villages that they had built

around Jerusalem, and a grand celebration was held with singing and

music, people climbed onto the wall, and so on.

The Priests and Levites first ‘cleansed’ themselves, and then ‘cleansed’

the people, the gateways and the wall, because everyone was going to

enter the Temple courtyard. Nehemiah seems to have taken charge

personally of most, if not all, of the arrangements.

Priests, Levites and the leaders of Judaea were taken up onto the wall,

at the place furthest from the Temple. Two processions then started there

accompanied by Priestly and Levitical musicians. One went to the right,

led by Ezra, with the priests blowing trumpets. The other went to the left,

led by choirs of Levites singing hymns of thanks, with Levite musicians,

followed by Nehemiah. The two processions descended and met in the
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Temple courtyard where a great many sacrifices were offered. (Note that

Eliashib the High Priest is not mentioned.) The joy was tremendous, with

the women and children joining in, and the joy of Jerusalem was heard

from a great distance.

We see here how Ezra became fully accepted as the spitiual leader of

the people, after Nehemiah had paved the way for him.

Nehemiah remained as governor of Judaea for twelve years, after which

he was recalled to Susa. But he returned – next story.
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