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THE HAPPY ENDING (Esther part 4)

Haman arrived at Esther’s second party, they drank, and when the King

was fairly full of wine he again asked Esther what she wanted, again

offering up to half the kingdom.

This time she replied, pleading:

‘I am asking for the lives of my people’ she said. ‘They have been sold

and condemned to a massacre. Had it been the King’s wish to only make

them slaves I would have kept silent. I am pleading for you to have mercy

on them.’

‘Whose idea was it to do this?’ asked the King, startled.

Esther pulled herself together.

‘An enemy, this wicked man Haman!’ she said, pointing at him.

Both Haman and the King were suddenly shocked. Haman was terrified

when he saw the King’s reaction, while the latter was extremely angry and

went out into the garden to cool off a little.

When he returned he found Haman fallen on the couch where Esther

was resting, actually pleading for his life, but Ahasuerus did not realise

that. ‘On top of everything he tries to rape the Queen in my house!’ he

exclaimed. He issued an order, and the servants covered Haman’s face, a

sign that he was about to be executed on the King’s orders.

Harbonah, one of the King’s servants, then felt he might safely open

his mouth. ‘By Haman’s house there is a post seventy-five feet high that

he prepared for Mordecai who spoke well on the King’s behalf’ he said.

‘Hang him on it’, said the King.
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Later, Esther told the King how she was related to Mordecai and gave

him the details of Haman’s decree, and pleaded with him to revoke it. But

he replied that that was impossible. Once an order was signed and sealed

with a king’s seal, it was a fundamental rule in the Persian empire that

even the king himself could never revoke it.

However, after Esther brought Mordecai to meet him, he gave him his

ring which he had taken from Haman, and told him and Esther to do their

best, by making some new decree, to find a way to sort things out. Haman

was dead and had been impaled on the wooden post he had himself made

for Mordecai, so Ahasuerus appointed Mordecai to replace Haman in the

top position of grand vizier.

It took a few weeks and then a solution was found. A new decree was

issued by Esther and Mordecai, scribes writing it in all languages,

messengers and runners distributing it throughout the kingdom, all notices

sealed with the royal seal, to the effect that on the fatal day, the thirteenth

of Adar, the Jews should all stand up against their enemies, fight them,

and take their possessions.

The unwritten message was clear – the King did not really want the

massacre, and only those who hated the Jews would attack them; against

these the Jews would be prepared and ready to fight. Nobody would attack

the Jews just to please the King, as they might have done otherwise.

The Jews everywhere gave a sigh of relief. The worst at least was over.

On the fatal day, the thirteenth of Adar, there were battles everywhere,

and the Jews, who were prepared, managed to kill the enemies that

attacked them, seventy-five thousand throughout the empire outside Susa,

but though allowed to by Mordecai’s decree they did not touch the spoil.

On the next day, the fourteenth of Adar, they celebrated with parties, and

the anniversary is celebrated every year to this day as the Festival of

Purim, so called from the dice, purim, used by Haman to choose the date.
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Inside Susa it was slightly different. In the battle on the thirteenth, five

hundred enemies were killed, including Haman’s ten sons. But at Esther’s

request the King allowed an extra day for the battle to continue and the

Jews killed a further three hundred enemies, again not touching the spoil.

At the same time they hung the bodies of Haman’s ten sons publicly on

posts. The Jews of Susa then rested and celebrated (with drink) only on

the fifteenth, in memory of which Jews in walled cities (especially

Jerusalem) celebrate the Festival on the fifteenth of Adar, called the Purim

of Susa (Shushan Purim).

Mordecai was a great success as second to the King, always ready to

help his fellow-Jews, and the Festival of Purim is celebrated to this day.

It was once the custom on all festivals for people to send portions of food

to their neighbours, 1 and although the custom has otherwise died out,

it remains to this day on Purim, together with a public reading of the

whole story in the Book of Esther, giving charity to the poor, and a

celebration meal with drink.

1. See Nehemiah 8:10.
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