
Story Number 154

MORDECAI’S REWARD (Esther part 3)

Esther dressed carefully and approached the room where the King was

sitting on his throne. She was a tremendous success. Seeing her, the King

stretched out his sceptre and said he was delighted to see her. What did

she want? What could he do for her? Anything up to half the kingdom!

Perhaps after three days’ fasting she looked ill, and he was worried.

Certainly if she came to see him she wanted something.

‘I have come to ask a favour’ she said. ‘I wish to invite you and

Haman to join me in a party I am making today.’ An opportunity to drink

was not something that Ahasuerus could let pass, so of course he

accepted. He passed on the invitation to Haman, who was thrilled to be

invited by the Queen, and as he and the King were to be the only guests

this was a great honour.

At the party, Ahasuerus again asked Esther what he could do for her,

what she wanted, and offered her up to half the kingdom. She replied that

she would like him and Haman to come again to a party next day, and

then she would tell him.

As Haman passed Mordecai in the Gateway on the way home, he was

filled with anger anad hatred. He called together his wife and friends, and

boasted to them of all the honours he was receiving from the King, of the

fact that he had so many sons, and of the fact that he had been invited by

the Queen to a party at which he was the only guest apart from the King.

However one thing stuck in his throat. All this, he said, was nothing to

when he passed by and saw Mordecai the Jew in the Gateway each time

that he entered or left the palace.
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‘Why upset yourself?’ said his wife Zeresh. ‘Prepare a tall post, and go

to the King tomorrow, ask him to have Mordecai executed, and then hang

him on the post. 1 After that you can go to the party happy.’

Haman quickly went and prepared a wooden post seventy-five feet

(twenty-five metres) high ready for the next day, and went to bed.

That night the King found it difficult to fall asleep, so he asked

someone to come and read to him from the archives, the recorded history.

At one point they came to the incident of the plot and how Mordecai the

Jew had prevented an assassination and saved the king’s life.

‘How was Mordecai honoured?’ the King asked, ‘What was done for

him in return?’ It was always a point of principle with the Persian

emperors (as they wrote on their stone inscriptions recently found) that

just as they punished rebels they always rewarded loyalty.

‘Nothing’ they replied.

The King was worried about this. When he got up in the morning, he

asked who was outside in the courtyard, and was told ‘Haman’. ‘Send him

in then.’ Haman was pleased, this was his chance to ask for Mordecai to

be executed. But the King spoke first.

‘Tell me’ he said ‘how I can honour someone I wish to honour?’

Haman’s conceit was enormous. ‘Who can the King wish to honour

more than me?’ he asked himself. So he laid it on thick.

With full elaborate details he told the king that he could dress the man

in royal clothes and get one of his chief officials to lead him round the

town on a royal horse, shouting ‘This is how the King treats a man he

wishes to honour!’

1. In those days they did not execute people by hanging, but after a criminal or
a political offender was executed (or an enemy chief was killed) they would hang
his body impaled on a tall wooden post for everyone to see, as an example. So
such a person was hung, not hanged.
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‘Excellent!’ said the King. ‘Then you yourself, go and do exactly what

you said to Mordecai the Jew who sits in the Royal Gateway. Be careful

to omit none of the details you mentioned.’

So poor Haman (poor Haman?) instead of asking for Mordecai to be

executed had to dress him up in royal clothes and parade him through the

town on a royal horse shouting that this was how the King showed honour

to one he wished to honour!

Upset and with his head covered in mourning Haman went home and

told his wife the sad story.

‘If Mordecai is a Jew and you have begun to fall before him, you will

continue to fall’ she repied. Sympathy from his wife? Remember the

advice she had given him only the day before on how to deal with

Mordecai the Jew.

Meanwhile the royal messengers arrived to take him to Esther’s party.

This was at least something, though he was not in the best of moods for

it, but it might ease the pain a little. He had no idea what was in store for

him, but that comes next time.
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