
Story Number 153

THE RISE OF HAMAN (Esther part 2)

We left King Ahasuerus with his new Queen Esther, while her cousin

Mordecai used to ‘sit’ in the Royal Gateway.

One day Mordecai discovered that two royal guards were plotting to

assassinate the King. He sent a message to Esther who, on his instructions,

told the King about it, and that she had received the information from

Mordecai the Jew who sat in the Royal Gateway (but did not say that he

was her relative). There was an inquiry, the report was verified, and the

two guards were executed and hung. The incident was then entered in the

royal records, and for the while forgotten.

Some time later the King appointed and promoted a friend of his named

Haman the Agagite, and made him his grand vizier, above all the other

officials. Haman was a very conceited and self-important man, and he

persuaded the King to issue a decree that anyone seeing him pass by

should kneel and bow down to him. They all did, except Mordecai, who

refused to kneel or bow down to Haman. Mordecai’s colleagues all

warned him that he was disobeying the king’s command and might be put

to death, but he told them that he was a Jew and it was against his

principles. When they kept warning him and he took no notice, they told

Haman, to see what happened. Haman was furious! If Mordecai refused

to bow down to him because he was a Jew, then he must take revenge on

the Jews, on all the Jews!

Ruling over a hundred and twenty-seven nations is not an easy task,

and twice, on first coming to the throne, Ahasuserus had been forced to

put down rebellions, one in Egypt and one in Babylon. (His father had put

down nineteen rebellions!) It was possible with an army to put down a
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rebellion in one country at a time. Haman approached the King and

pointed out that there was one nation that was scattered throughout the

empire, yet who clung together, and who did not obey the king’s laws.

(He did not name them, but he meant the Jews.) Without actually saying

so, he implied that if they decided to rebel – and as they did not obey the

king’s laws this was quite likely – they could start a rebellion throughout

all the empire at one time, which could not be put down! They were a

threat to the King. He did point out that it was not in the King’s interest

to let them survive.

Ahasuerus caught the implication but did not know or care who this

nation was. He was not interested in politics (which interfered with his

drinking), it was for that that he had appointed Haman. ‘Here you are’ he

said, ‘take my ring and do what you want with that nation. Issue a decree

and seal it with my ring.’

Haman first decided to choose a date, for which purpose he took a pair

of dice. The Persian for a die is pur, which the Jews made into a Hebrew

word, and so the plural, dice, became purim. He cast the dice to select an

appropriate month and then day, till he arrived at the thirteenth of the

twelfth month, Adar, eleven months ahead. He then wrote a decree that on

that date all the Jews throughout the empire, men and women, young and

old, were to be murdered and exterminated, and their property plundered.

Notices were written by the royal scribes in all languages – they had no

computers, typewriters, printers, photostats or emails in those days, and

most of the people in the vast empire could not read or speak Persian –

and the notices were all sealed with the King’s seal. Then all the king’s

runners and messengers (the postmen of those days) were sent out to

distribute and post the decree in all the local languages throughout the

empire. Copies were pinned up in Susa.

The shock among the Jews who read the notices was terrible, and they

went into mourning everywhere, while the King and Haman, with no

worries, sat down to drink together.
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Mordecai walked around the town in front of the Gateway wearing

sackcloth and ashes and crying, but was not allowed to enter the Royal

Gateway wearing sackcloth. Esther, hearing about Mordecai’s behaviour

but knowing nothing of the decree, sent him some decent clothes to

replace the sackcloth, but he refused to accept them. So she sent a

messenger to find out what it was all about.

Mordecai explained to the messenger and sent her a copy of the notice,

adding that Haman was behind it all, with a request that she should

intercede with the King on behalf of her people.

On receiving this, Esther sent back a message that anyone who tried to

approach the King without his stretching out his gold sceptre was to be

automatically killed on the spot, and she had not been sent for by the King

in the last thirty days.

Mordecai’s reply was as follows:

‘Do not persuade yourself that you can escape in the royal palace. If

you refuse to do anything, help and rescue will reach the Jews from some

other source, and you will be the one that dies. But who knows? Perhaps

it was for this occasion that you were raised to be Queen?’ 1

Esther realised the situation, that it was her duty to at least try to do

something, but what? She had an idea, and sent back a message:

‘Assemble all the Jews in Susa and ask them to fast for three days, and

at the same time I will do the same. Then I wll try to approach the King,

and what happens happens.’

Mordecai passed through the community and did what she said, while

Esther herself fasted as promised. At the end of that time she was ready

to take the risk and approach the King – that comes next time.

1. God (not named but implied) will protect the Jews, and he has given you the
chance to be his agent in doing this. If you refuse he will get someone else to do
it and will punish you for not taking the opportunity he gave you.
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