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BELSHAZZAR’S FEAST

Nebuchadnezzar had died some time ago, his grandson Belshazzar was

on the throne, 1 and Daniel (Belteshazzar, do not confuse), an old man,

had retired.

One day Belshazzar decided to hold a banquet, to which he invited a

thousand lords and all his wives, with large quantities of wine to drink.

While under the influence of drink he ordered the servants to bring out all

the gold and silver vessels that his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar had stolen

from the Temple in Jerusalem. They all drank from them and praised the

gold, silver, bronze, iron and stone gods. God noticed.

Suddenly fingers of a hand appeared and started writing on the plaster

of the palace wall, facing the lamp. The king saw the hand and was

terrified, his body started shaking and his knees knocked against each

other. He cried out to bring his Chaldaeans, scholars, scientists and

magicians and told them that whoever reads and explains the writing

would be highly paid and honoured, with royal clothes and a gold chain

round his neck, and would rule in third place in the empire. 2 But none

of them were able to read and explain the writing.

Hearing the words of the king and his ministers, his mother the

queen 3 came to the banquet hall. She told Belshazzar not to be

frightened, and that in his grandfather’s day there was a man named

1. From historical records we know that the king Nabonidus, husband of
Nebuchadnezzar’s daughter, had made his son Belshazzar joint king, to reign in
his long absence. This answers the critics.

2. After Nabonidus and himself.

3. Wife of Nabonidus and daughter of Nebuchadnezzar, see note 1. His own
wives were already there.
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Daniel who had an extra spirit, who showed wisdom and knowledge,

solved riddles, explained dreams and untied knots, whom Nebuchadnezzar

appointed over all the Chaldaeans, scientists and magicians. ‘Call him and

he will explain it all,’ she said.

Daniel was sent for and arrived, and Belshazzar repeated to him all the

promises if he could explain the writing, including becoming number three

in ruling the empire.

Daniel replied ‘Keep your gifts, and give your rewards to someone else,

but still I will read the writing to the king and explain it.’

He started by reminding the king in detail how his grandfather had

become great and powerful, but when he became too arrogant he was

deposed, and became and lived like an animal until he realised that the

Supreme rules over the kingdoms of men and appoints whoever he wants

to reign. ‘But you, his grandson Belshazzar, knew all this yet have not

humbled yourself. You have drunk wine out of the vessels of the Temple,

then praised the gods of gold, silver, bronze, iron and stone who cannot

see or hear anything, paying no respect to the God who controls your soul.

So a hand was sent from Heaven to write this. The words written are

mene, mene, tekel, upharsin. 4 Here is the explanation:

Mene [‘count’]. God has numbered the days of your reign and brought

it to an end.

Tekel [‘weight’]. You have been weighed in the scales and found short.

Upharsin [‘and splits’]. Your empire is split (from you), and given to

the Medes and Persians. [Paras = Persia.]’

On the king’s orders Daniel was clothed in royal purple, with a gold

chain round his neck, and proclaimed third in command of the empire.

But that night Belshazzar, the last Chaldaean king, was killed.

4. Aramaic words, the names of coins, but Daniel explains the words differently.

2


