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THE KING’S MADNESS

Nebuchadnezzar had another dream, which none of his scientists and

scholars could explain. At last Daniel came, and he told Daniel the dream.

Perhaps it was not strictly a dream, but a vision that he saw while lying

in bed, but it amounts to the same thing. Here is what he told Daniel.

‘A tree appeared, grew very tall and strong, and reached to the end of

the world. It had plenty of leaves and gave a lot of fruit. Animals used it

for shade, birds nested in it, and it provided food for all.

‘Suddenly an angel came down from the sky and shouted: “Cut down

the tree and cut off its branches, shake off the leaves and scatter the fruit,

let the animals and birds get away from it, but leave its roots in the

ground tied up in iron and bronze; let it become wet with dew, and let its

lot be with the animals in the grass. Let its mind be changed from that of

a human to that of an animal, and let seven periods pass over it. This

decree is so that all should know that the Supreme rules over human kings

and gives their kingdoms to whoever he wants, raising the lowest of men.”

‘This is the dream. None of my experts can explain it, but you can

since you have a divine spirit.’

Daniel was horrified, and his thoughts terrified him. The king, noticing

this, said ‘Do not let the dream or its meaning frighten you.’

After a while, Daniel replied. ‘The dream and its explanation are good

for your enemies. The tree is you, the king, whose greatness reaches the

sky and who rules to the end of the world. What the angel shouted is a

decree from the Most High which has fallen on you.
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‘You will be driven from home and people and will live among the

animals, eating grass like cattle do, and become wet with dew. Seven

periods of time (years?) will pass before you realise that the Supreme

rules over kings and gives the kingdoms to whoever he wants. The roots

are left so that when you realise that your reign will be restored.

‘My advice to you is to abandon your sins, give justice, and give to the

poor if you wish to continue in peace.’

Twelve months later all this happened. While walking around his palace

in Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar said ‘Is this not the great Babylon that I have

built with the power of my strength for my own honour and glory?’

While he was still speaking, a voice from the sky told him that his

reign was taken from him, and all the things forecast in the dream would

come about, for seven periods of time, until he would come to realise that

God was above him and gives kingdoms to whoever he chooses.

And it happened. He was driven from men, ate grass like cattle, his

body was wet with dew, his hair grew like eagles’ feathers, and his nails

grew like birds’ claws.

Eventually he raised his eyes to Heaven, asked for his intelligence to

return, and blessed the eternal God whose ways are just and who brings

down those who walk in pride. He was answered. His mind was restored,

as was his empire and his honour, and his officials sought him.

Footnote:

The story is told in the Bible by Nebuchadnezzar himself in his own

words. There are historical records found that at one point in his long

reign Nebuchadnezzar went mad and was removed from the throne, and

later restored, but no details are given in the records. The disease as

described is not unknown.
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