
Story Number 146

THE FIERY FURNACE

Nebuchadnezzar made a large statue of gold about 100 feet (30 metres)

high and 10 feet (3 metres) wide, and set it up in a valley near Babylon.

To the dedication he invited all the officials of his empire, and then issued

a proclamation, which was a law: anyone anywhere in the empire who

hears at any time the sound of music or of any type of musical instrument

whatever must immediately bow down to the statue. Anyone who does not

do so will be thrown into a burning fiery furnace.

Now there were some Anti-Semites among the Chaldaeans who wanted

to make trouble for the Jews. They reminded the king of this new law and

told him that three Jews that he had appointed to senior positions in the

province, namely Daniel’s three friends Hanania, Mishael and Azariah (or

Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego in Aramaic) took no notice of the

king, did not serve his gods, and did not bow down to the golden statue.

The king was very angry, summoned the three, and asked if it was true.

‘Are you prepared to bow down to the statue whenever you hear the

sound of a musical instrument?’ he asked. ‘If not, you will be thrown

immediately into a fiery furnace from which no god can rescue you.’

Without the usual honours, the three called the king by his first name.

‘Nebuchadnezzar,’ they replied, ‘we do not need to answer you. Our God

can and will save us from you, and if not you must realise that we will

not serve your gods, nor bow down to your statue.’

The king became furious, and ordered that the furnace be heated to

seven times its usual heat. Then he got some strong men to tie up the

three men in their clothes and throw them into the furnace.
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However, because the king’s instructions were so urgent and the

furnace extra hot, the flames from the furnace killed the men who threw

them in, while the three fell into the furnace in their clothes.

Suddeny the king, who was watching from a safe distance, jumped up

in alarm and asked his ministers ‘Did we not throw the three men into the

furnace?’

‘We did,’ they replied.

‘But I see four men there, walking around freely and unharmed, and the

fourth looks like a son of the gods!’

He approached the furnace and called out to the men ‘Shadrach,

Meshach and Abed-nego, servants of the most high God, come out!’

As they came out, all the king’s officers and ministers gathered round

to look. The fire had no effect on their bodies, their hair was not singed,

their clothes were not charred and they did not smell of fire. Only the

cords with which they had been tied had burned away.

Nebuchadnezzar then publicly blessed the God who had saved the three

men who had trusted him, disobeyed the king and offered their bodies

rather than bow down to any god other than their own. He further decreed

that anyone who said a word against their God should be cut in pieces and

have his house pulled down, as no other god could save like that. Finally

he promoted the three men to higher positions in the province.
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