
Story Number 145

NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S (FIRST) DREAM

The boys grew up. One night Nebuchadnezzar had a dream. When he

woke up he was troubled by it, and later at nights he could not sleep

worrying about it. So he called all his Chaldaean scientists and scholars,

told them that he had had a dream, and asked them to explain it to him.

‘Tell us the dream,’ they said, ‘and we will explain it.’

‘It has escaped me,’ the king replied, ‘I have forgotten it. But I want

you to tell me the dream and explain it. If you do not, your houses will

be pulled down and you will be cut in pieces. But if you do, you will get

presents and great honour from me. So tell me the dream and explain it.’

‘Tell us the dream,’ they repeated, ‘and we will explain it.’

The king got annoyed and became very angry.

‘You are trying to buy time,’ he said. ‘Tell me the dream and I will

know if your explanation is correct. If you do not, you know what will

happen to you.’

‘No man on earth can do what the king asks,’ replied the Chaldaeans.

‘No king has ever asked his scholars anything like this, and no man can

explain it, only the gods who do not live among us.’

The king became furious, and gave orders that all the scholars and wise

men throughout the city were to be killed. Arioch, the chief executioner,

was about to put this into effect, and came to kill Daniel, who was one of

the wise men and scholars. Daniel asked Arioch what the decree was all

about, and Arioch told him. Daniel then immediately went and asked the

king to give him a little time and he might be able to explain the dream.

He went home and told his three friends to pray to God for mercy that
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they should not all be killed. He himself prayed, the secret was revealed

to him at night, and he blessed God in a long prayer of thanks. The next

day he asked Arioch to take him to the king.

‘Can you give me the answer?’ asked Nebuchadnezzar.

‘No man on earth could do that,’ replied Daniel, ‘but there is a God in

Heaven who reveals secrets and has told the king what will happen in the

future. This secret has not been revealed to me on account of my being

any more clever than anyone else, but so that they king should know what

will happen.

‘Here is your dream.

‘You saw a frightening-looking statue, with a head of gold, the top half

of the body with the arms were of silver, the stomach and legs were of

bronze, 1 and the feet a mixture of iron and earthenware (baked clay).

‘Suddenly a rock came and smashed the feet, and the whole statue

collapsed. All the gold, silver, bronze and earthenware were blown away

in the wind, and the rock became a mountain that filled the world.

‘That is the dream, and now the explanation.

‘The God of Heaven has made you a great emperor, ruler of the world.

You are the head of gold. An empire not as good as yours will arise and

rule the world, silver, and a third one of bronze will rule the world. A

fourth one will arise, partly strong as iron, which will crush and shatter

just like iron does, but it will be mixed with earthenware which is weak,

so that parts will be weak. A rock will then destroy it and grow into a

giant empire that will rule the world and last for ever.

‘That is the explanation.’

1. Or possibly brass or copper. The same word is used in Hebrew and Aramaic
for bronze, brass and copper.
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Nebuchadnezzar was astounded. He fell on his face and bowed down

to Daniel, saying that Daniel’s God was indeed the greatest and the

revealer of secrets; and he gave Daniel many valuable gifts.

He then appointed Daniel as governor of the province of Babylonia, as

well as head over all the scholars and scientists, and at Daniel’s request

appointed his three friends to important positions in the country.

––––––––––––––––––––

Footnote: The empires appear to represent four of the list of Persian,

Greek, Syrian, Roman, Arabian etc. but nobody is certain which is which.

However, the rock is certainly meant to represent the Messiah.
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