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DANIEL AND HIS FRIENDS

The second time that Nebuchadnezzar the Chaldaean 1 (or

Babylonian) King or Emperor attacked Jerusalem he took most of the

population as captives to Babylon. (This was eleven years before the

destruction of Jerusalem.) He told one of his officials to bring along some

Jewish boys from the royal family and from the aristocracy, who were

good looking, educated and intelligent, and to put them in the royal

palace. There they were to be given food and drink of the best quality and

taught the Babylonian language and literature, for three years, at the end

of which they would appear before the King.

Among them came a group of four friends, called Daniel, Hananiah,

Mishael and Azariah. We are not told how old they were. The official

gave them Babylonian names, calling Daniel ‘Belteshazzar’ and the others

‘Shadrach’, ‘Meshach’ and ‘Abed-nego’ respectively. Note carefully that

he called Daniel ‘BelTEshazzar’, not to be confused with ‘Belshazzar’

who was not Jewish and who comes in later in the stories.

Daniel decided that he would not contaminate himself with the king’s

food and wine, which were not kosher, and told the man in charge who

was quite friendly to the boys. But he told Daniel that he was afraid, since

if when they appeared before the king, who ordered the food, they looked

undernourished and weak, the king would kill him!

1. The Chaldaeans were a tribe of immigrants who settled in southern
Mesopotamia, and later ‘took over’ Babylon, becoming the aristocracy and ruling
class, as well as scientists and magicians. (Science and magic used to be mixed
up in olden times.) The Babylonian Empire of Nebuchadnezzar was called
‘Chaldaean’, distinguishing it from the earlier one of Sargon and Hammurabi.
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‘Do me a favour,’ asked Daniel. ‘Give us a ten-day trial. Give us just

vegetables and cereals to eat and water to drink, and after ten days

compare us with the other boys, and decide what to do.’ So he did this,

took the king’s food for himself and gave the boys cereals, vegetables and

water. At the end of ten days, these four looked better and healthier than

the other boys of the same age! God gave them wisdom and intelligence

to understand all the knowledge that they were taught, and Daniel became

an expert in understanding dreams.

When the time came at the end of the three years, the officer took them

before the king, who asked them a lot of questions and found them ten

times more clever than the best of his scholars and scientists.

We will hear more about them.
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