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JEROBOAM II

and

THE END OF THE NORTHERN KINGDOM

Jeroboam the Second, one of the last kings of the Northern Kingdom,

was the great-grandson of Jehu, who killed the king of Israel (Jezebel’s

son) and became king. He must not be confused with Jeroboam the First,

the first king of the Northern Kingdom, who set up the golden calves in

Dan and Bethel that were still there.

He was not a good man, did not remove the golden calves, but was a

highly successful king. Aram (Syria) had gradually eaten away a lot of

Israel territory, and he restored it all up to the Euphrates, as it was in the

time of David and Solomon, including Damascus and a large chunk of

Syria. He reigned for forty-one years.

Jonah lived in his time, but the story of Jonah and the Whale was

probably after Jeroboam’s death.

The power of Aram was waning, but a new power was arising that took

over Aram and later (after Jeroboam’s death) also Israel. This was

Assyria, based in Nineveh, so Jeroboam’s gains did not last very long.

When he died his son took over as king but was soon assassinated, and

from then on until the time of the last king, each king in turn was

assassinated after a sort reign and the assassin became king. There were

a few of them – too confusing to try to remember all their names. The last

king was Hoshea (not to be confused with Hosea the navi).
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The people of Israel (far more than in Judah) continued to abandon

God, until he lost patience with them. He had given them a chance under

Jeroboam II, but they took no notice, so when trouble came he did not

help them.

The Assyrian empire had grown, they had taken over Syria and kept

invading Israel under four successive kings of theirs. Each king in turn

deported a large part of the population and spread them out over various

parts of Asia until there was nothing left. They became known as the Ten

Lost Tribes although there were only nine (eight if you count Joseph as

one). At the same time they imported a lot of people from those places to

replace them in Samaria (the area of the former Northern Kingdom) who

became known as the Samaritans. These people adopted the Israelite

religion half way, worshipping both God and their idols, and at a later

time caused a lot of trouble to the people of Judah, but that is another

story.

The reason for the Assyrians doing this was a policy that people in a

foreign land were less likely to revolt than in their homeland. The

Assyrians were an extremely cruel people, their king once boasted (on a

stone monument found recently) of the cruel and wicked way they treated

and tortured prisoners. The end of the Assyrian Empire came later, but

meanwhile the Kingdom of Israel ceased to exist and was never restored.

Only the Kingdom of Judah remained.
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