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ATHALIAH AND JOASH

Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, was a very fine man and a good king. He

made religious reforms, set up a judiciary to judge by God’s laws, and had

but one fault: he was a peace-loving man who wanted peace at all costs.

He was fed up with the constant wars that had been going on for

generations between Judah and Israel, after all they were really all one

people, and so he arranged a marriage between his eldest son Joram (the

crown prince) and Ahab’s daughter Athaliah. No doubt he foresaw an

eventual reunion of Israel and Judah. But Athaliah was even worse than

her mother Jezebel. We saw what happened when he went to visit Ahab

and was nearly killed at Ramot Gilead in mistake for Ahab, but this did

not put him off. He was told off by a navi for making friends with such

a wicked man, but this too did not put him off.

Jehoshaphat died. Unlike his father, Joram was no saint: on becoming

king he murdered all his brothers, and a lot of other people too. When he

finally died a very, very slow and horrible death, he left Athaliah as his

widow and his son Ahaziah became king for a short while, until (as we

learned in the last story) he was killed by Jehu.

When Ahaziah was killed, Athaliah the queen-mother (i.e. widow of

the former king), Jezebel’s daughter, did something that even her vile and

wicked mother had never done. She decided to murder all the rest of the

royal family, even her own children and grandchildren, and reign as full

queen of Judah in her own right.

Jehosheba, a daughter of the late king, 1 was married to Jehoiada the

1. Athaliah’s daughter or from another wife? We are not told.
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High Priest. Somehow Jehosheba managed to rescue a baby named Joash,

her brother Ahaziah’s son, together with his nurse, from among those

being murdered, and she and her husband hid him in the Temple 2 for six

years. Meanwhile Athaliah reigned as queen, and made herself hated more

and more by the population.

In the seventh year, Jehoiada decided that the time had come. He

showed the boy to the leading officers of the army under sworn secrecy,

and started to make arrangements. He took the boy outside, after arranging

that he should be surrounded by a cordon of guards, and anyone trying to

break through the cordon would be killed. He then put the crown on the

boy’s head, anointed him and proclaimed him king. Everyone then clapped

hands and shouted ‘Long live the king!’

Athaliah heard all the noise and went out to see what was happening.

She saw the king standing on the platform and everyone blowing trumpets,

tore her clothes and shouted ‘Conspiracy!’ Jehoiada told the soldiers to

take her outside the Temple precincts and kill her there, which they did,

and the king was taken to the royal palace and seated on the throne.

Jehoiada also made a contract between the king, the people and God,

that they should be God’s people.

They destroyed Athaliah’s temple of Baal and killed the priest there.

The whole population was happy, and the town was at peace.

Joash, seven yers old when he became king, grew up, and under

Jehoiada’s guidance he followed in God’s ways. People brought money as

donations to the Temple, and Joash told the priests to use the money to

repair breaches in the Temple building which needed repair. However, the

priests kept the money and did not repair the Temple. In the twenty-third

year of his reign the breaches had still not been repaired, so he arranged

for a special box to be placed there for donations. Each time the box filled

2. Presumably a building attached to the Temple, not the Temple itself.

2



up, the money was taken out and counted, and used in paying the

workmen for their labour and materials until the breaches were all

repaired. As long as Jehoiada the High Priest was alive all went well.

However, when Jehoiada died, some leaders of Judah came to Joash

and he listened to them. The people abandoned the Temple and started to

worship idols. Jehoiada’s son Zechariah stood up and told the people off

for abandoning God and not keeping his laws. On Joash’s instructions,

Zechariah was stoned to death in the Temple courtyard. This how Joash

repaid Jehoiada’s kindness to him, by murdering his son.

At one time, Hazael the king of Aram decided to attack Jerusalem, but

it is not quite clear what happened. 3

One day, two servants of Joash conspired and murdered him in his bed.

–––––––

Following this there were various kings of Israel and Judah with

confusing names, wars between the two were resumed, and there were

battles with external enemies, especially Aram. So as not to make it too

complicated, we will only deal with the principal stories.

–––––––

3. The books of Kings and Chronicles give conflicting accounts.
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