
Story Number 134

JEHU (THE MAD DRIVER)

We remember that God told Elijah at Horeb to do three things: to go

to Damascus and anoint Hazael as king of Aram (Syria), to anoint Jehu

as king of Israel, and to anoint Elisha as navi as a replacement for

himself.

We are not told that he did these things, except that on the way home

he met Elisha, who then attached himself to Elijah as his attendant and in

the end succeeded him. It seems that he did not take ‘anoint’ literally.

Later Elisha went to Damascus and told Hazael that he would become

king of Aram. Again he did not actually anoint him.

The remaining instruction was also left to Elisha, who took ‘anoint’

literally, but also passed the job on to someone else.

It seems that Israel had recovered Ramot-Gilead from the Syrians who

had taken it, and had stationed a garrison there. In the battle against King

Hazael of Aram, Joram, son of Ahab and Jezebel and king of Israel, was

seriously wounded. Joram went back to Jezreel to recover from his

wounds, and meanwhile stationed a garrison of soldiers to defend Ramot-

Gilead. Among them was Jehu, son of Jehoshaphat son of Nimshi – not

Jehoshaphat the king of Judah but a different one. This was the Jehu son

of Nimshi that God had mentioned to Elijah.

Elisha called one of the student neviim and gave him instructions.

‘Take this oil, go to Ramot-Gilead, and find Jehu. Take him away from

his colleagues into an inner room, pour the oil on his head, and tell him

that God has said that he has appointed him king of Israel. Then open the

door and immediately flee, do not wait.’
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The man did as he was told, found Jehu, took him into an inner room,

anointed him and gave him the message, adding that Jehu was to wipe out

the family of Ahab, and the dogs would eat Jezebel’s body. Then he ran

out.

When Jehu went back to his colleagues they asked him ‘What did that

lunatic want?’ (Yes, they said ‘lunatic’.)

They pressed him, and he told them that the man had informed him that

God had said ‘I have anointed you king over Israel.’ [We see that ‘anoint’

did not have to be literal, God did not personally pour oil on his head.]

Immediately they all got up, dressed, blew the shofar (ram’s horn) and

cried out ‘Jehu is king!’

Jehu then gave instructions to the soldiers to ensure that nobody left the

town to reach Jezreel and tell them about it before he did. Then he hitched

up his chariot and drove to Jezreel with his supporters.

Standing on a tower at Jezreel, a look-out saw a chariot approaching,

and announced that the driving was like that of Jehu ‘because he is

driving like a madman’. Mad drivers are nothing new, they had them in

those days even!

King Joram hitched his chariot and together with Ahaziah, king of

Judah, who had come to visit him, drove to meet Jehu, not knowing what

was up. Remember, Joram king of Israel was Ahab’s son, Ahaziah was his

nephew the son of Ahab’s daughter who had married the king of Judah.

(It is very confusing because there was also another Joram, king of Judah, and another Ahaziah,

king of Israel, both of whom had died. See family tree at the end.)

They met Jehu in Naboth’s vineyard and greeted him, but instead of

returning the greeting Jehu killed Joram, chased after Ahaziah and killed

him too. This was God’s revenge for what Ahab and Jezebel had done.

Jezebel heard about this, painted herself up, and when Jehu arrived in

Jezreel looked out of the window and taunted him as an assassin. He told

his men to finish her, they did, her body fell out and the horses trampled
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over it. Later Jehu told his men to bury her ‘because she was a princess’

(her father was king of Tyre), but when they went out to find her body,

all they could find was a skull, and bones of hands and legs, the dogs had

eaten the rest.

Jehu next arranged for the massacre of Ahab’s seventy sons, then the

rest of his family, friends and priests of Baal, until there were none left.

He then announced a great festival for Baal, to which all priests and

worshippers of Baal were to be invited, none were to be absent; at the

same time nobody else was to be allowed to come. When they were all

assembled he had his men surround the place to prevent anyone escaping,

and massacred all who were inside. All the altars and items connected

with Baal worship were destroyed, and so worship of God was restored

–

– BUT he did not remove the golden calves set up by Jeroboam at Dan

and Bethel.

Leaving the golden calves meant that Jehu did not serve God fully. So

in his day Hazael attacked and took over Gilead and all of Transjordan,

which was never recovered. Jehu reigned for twenty-eight years in the

capital, Samaria, died and was buried there, and his son became king.

–––––––––––––––

This may help
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