
Story Number 130

THE SHUNEMITE AND HER SON

Elisha travelled around the country a lot. One day when he was in a

town called Shunem a woman collared him and took him home to eat a

meal. After that each time he was in Shunem he ate at her house.

She said to he husband ‘This man who visits us is a holy Man of God.

Let us make him a little room and put a chair, table, bed and lamp there

which he can use whenever he comes here.’

Next time he came he used it, rested there and was very impressed. He

asked his attendant Gehazi to fetch her, and then told him to ask her 1

what he could do for her in return for all the trouble she had taken,

perhaps to speak to the king or to the commander-in-chief of the army.

She replied simply ‘I live among my people.’

So when she left he asked Gehazi what he could do for her, and he

replied that she had no child and her husband was an old man.

Elisha sent for her again and told her that this time next season 2 she

would be embracing a son.

‘Do not lie to me’ she said, but it was so, and she bore a son as Elisha

had promised.

1. It is not clear why he spoke to her via Gehazi. To say that a holy man would
not speak to a woman is ridiculous, since he spoke to her later, and anyway he
spoke to the widow about the oil. He seems not to have wanted to make the offer
directly, in case she felt too embarassed to ask for anything.

2. The Hebrew is idiomatic and might mean a year or might mean nine months.
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The boy grew up, and one day joined his father with the reapers in the

field. Suddenly he cried to his father ‘My head, my head!’ 3

His father was busy. ‘Take him home to his mother’ he asked one of

the workers. He took him home to her, and she held him in her lap till

mid-day, when he died.

She went up and laid him on Elisha’s bed, then called out to her

husband to send one of the servants and a donkey, ‘so that I may run to

the Man of God, and return.’

‘Why do you want to go today?’ he replied,‘It is neither Sabbath nor

New Moon.’ 4

‘Shalom’ she said.

She saddled the donkey and told the servant to lead it and not to go

slow on her account unless she asked him. Finally she reached Elisha on

Mount Carmel.

Seeing her in the distance Elisha said to Gehazi ‘Look, here is the

Shunemite. Go and meet her and ask if all is well with her, her husband

and the boy.’

He did so, but she simply said ‘Shalom’.

When she reached Elisha she made a grab at his legs. Gehazi, seeing

her attack him like that, went to pull her away, but Elisha said ‘Leave her,

she is bitter about something. God has hidden the fact from me, and has

not told me what it is all about.’

‘Did I ask you for a son?’ she said. ‘Did I not say to you “Do not

deceive me”?’

At this Elisha immediately understood, and gave Gehazi instructions.

‘Take my stick and run on ahead, if you meet anyone do not greet him,

3. Sunstroke?

4. Or it might mean ‘It is neither a month nor a week since you saw him’.
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and if anyone greets you do not reply. Then lay my stick on the boy.’

She turned to follow Gehazi and Elisha followed. Arriving at the house

he found the boy lying dead on his bed. He closed the door and prayed to

God for help. He then lay on the bed and with mouth to mouth and hands

on hands he breathed hard, until the boy’s body warmed up a little. He got

up and went back, and did the same thing seven times until the boy

sneezed and opened his eyes. 5

He called Gehazi to fetch the woman, and when she came he simply

said ‘Take your son’. She fell on her knees and bowed down to him, took

her son, and left.

Some years later Elisha told the woman to take her family and go to

stay somewhere else, because God had called a famine in the land which

would last for seven years. So she took her family and stayed seven years

in the land of the Palestinians (the south-west, west of Judah). On her

return after seven years she found that they had stolen her house and land,

and she went to the king to get them back.

At that very time, Gehazi was talking to the king, who asked him to tell

him some of the things that Elisha had done. He had just told him about

the boy he had brought back to life, when the woman arrived and he said

‘That is the very woman!’

The king asked her about it, and she told him and of her trouble. He

immediately ordered one of his officials to see that her house and land be

restored to her, as well as all the produce of the land during the seven

years she was away.

5. Not very many years ago a man found his colleague in such a state and
remembered this story. He tried to do the same thing, and it worked! The medical
profession investigated and found that in certain circumstances this mouth-to-
mouth resuscitation might bring someone just dead back to life.
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