
Story Number 129

FROM ELIJAH TO ELISHA

[Part 1]

The time had come for Elijah to leave this world, but he did not die

and he was not buried. It came about like this.

He went, with Elisha his attendant, to Gilgal, and asked Elisha to stay

there as he had to go to Bethel. Elisha refused to leave him.

So they went to Bethel and Elijah asked Elisha to stay there, as he had

to go to Jericho, but he refused to leave him.

A group of pupils of the neviim came and said to Elisha ‘Do you know

that today your master will be taken away from you?’

‘Yes’, he replied, ‘I know. Be quiet!’

They went to Jericho, and Elijah said he had to go across the river to

Trans-jordan. ‘Stay here!’, but Elisha refused to leave him. Another group

of pupils of neviim said the same thing to Elisha and got the same reply.

When they reached the Jordan, Elijah took off his cape and struck the

water with it, and it split, leaving a dry path through the river, and they

walked along it to the other side.

Elijah realised that Elisha knew. ‘What can I do for you before I am

taken away? he asked.

‘Let me have two-thirds 1 of your spirit.’ said Elisha.

‘You have asked for something very difficult. If you see me taken

away, it will be so, and if not it will not.’

1. Not ‘double’ which mistranslates the Hebrew and anyway makes no sense.

1



As they walked along talking, a chariot of fire came between them, and

Elisha saw Elijah whisked up into the sky, while his cloak fell off. Elisha

tore his garment 2 and cried out ‘My father, my father, vehicle of Israel

and its driver!’ 3.

He picked up Elijah’s cloak, and when he returned to the Jordan he

struck the water with it, crying ‘Where is the God of Elijah?’ The water

split, so that he crossed back along a dry path. The pupils of the neviim

were standing there watching, and seeing it they came and bowed down

to him.

‘Where is Elijah?’ they asked. Fifty men then wasted three days,

against Elisha’s advice, looking for him, and could not find him. ‘I told

you not to look’ said Elisha.

[Part 2]

(i) Elisha stayed in Jericho a few days, and the local people

complained to him that the water there was polluted and even poisonous.

He took a new jar with some salt, found the source of the water, and

threw the salt into it. The pollution disappeared and he told them ‘God

said that he has purified the water, there will be no more deaths from it.’

The pollution never returned.

(ii) Elisha was bald-headed. On his way from Jericho back to Bethel

and Samaria a gang of forty-two boys came and jeered at him, shouting

‘Baldy! Baldy!’ He cursed them, and two she-bears came out of the forest

and killed them all.

2. A usual sign of mourning on hearing terrible news.

3. Lit. ‘Chariot of Israel and its horsemen’.
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(iii) Some time later, the wife of a pupil of the neviim came to Elisha

and cried out her trouble. ‘My husband, who as you know was a God-

fearing man, has died, and the creditor has come to take my two sons as

slaves.’

‘What can I do for you?’ he asked. ‘What do you have in the

house?’ 4

‘Nothing but a container 5 of oil’ she replied.

Who would buy a large container of oil? And if sold under pressure

how much would it fetch?

Elisha saw a solution.

‘Go and borrow small empty containers from all your neighbours, as

many as you can, you need a lot. Then take your sons, close the door

behind you, and fill up all the small containers with oil from the big one.’

She did this, and finally when she asked her son for another container

he said that there were no more, they had used them all up. So she went

and told Elisha.

‘Good’ he said. ‘Now sell all the oil 6 and you will have enough to

pay off your creditors and live with your sons on the rest.’

4. To sell and pay the creditors.

5. The Hebrew word ¼E JÖ LÅ occurs nowhere else and nobody knows what it means.
The context shows that it must be some sort of a container. It is usually taken to
be a small one, and Elisha performed a supernatural miracle, but here I have
presented an alternative, that it was a very large one, there was no miracle, he
taught her (and us) a useful lesson.

6. Retail, not like selling the whole lot wholesale. People will buy small
quantities and at a much higher price. The message is ‘When you cry to God that
you have nothing he may show you that you still have something.’ [I write this
note from personal experience.]
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(iv) Some time later, when there was a severe famine, Elisha was

sitting with the pupils of the neviim at Gilgal and told his servant to boil

some food in the large pot. Someone went out in the field, found some

plants, brought them back and put them into the pot, without anyone

knowing. As they began to eat they all shouted ‘Poison!’

There was a famine, a food shortage, they could not throw it out and

replace it, there was no more food. Elisha told them to add some flour,

which they did, then they ate the food without any harm done.

A man arrived with a few loaves of barley bread, and Elisha told his

servant to give it to the people to eat.

‘What can I do with these few loaves for a hundred people?’ the

servant asked.

‘Give it to them to eat, because God said there will be enough for all

of them to eat, and to leave some over!’ And it was so.

More stories of Elisha next time.
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