
Story Number 128

RAMOT-GILEAD

[continuation of previous]

Jehoshaphat was fed up with the constant wars that had taken place

since the split between Judah and Israel, and he wanted peace. In

accordance with his love of the Torah he believed in Israel and Judah

being one people. True they were divided into two parts, he being in

charge of only one part; he could not unite them, but there was no reason

why they should not co-operate and work together. At least let them be

friends, not enemies.

For this the first thing to do was to pay a visit to Ahab 1 and show

him that he wanted friendship. Meanwhile, following what happened at

Carmel and Elijah’s rebuke at Naboth’s vineyard, Ahab had decided to

tolerate God (alongside Baal) but had not by a long way fully repented.

Jehoshaphat was given a grand welcome. In the course of conversation

Ahab made a remark to the effect that Ramot-Gilead belonged to Israel

but was still occupied by Aram, and perhaps it was time to take it back.

He asked Jehoshaphat if he was willing to go with him and fight for it,

and Jehoshaphat replied ‘I am with you, my people are as your people, my

horses are as your horses. However, we should first consult God.’

Ahab collected about four hundred of his neviim and asked them

whether he should go and attack Ramot-Gilead or not. They all replied

‘Go up to Ramot-Gilead so that God may deliver it into the king’s hands.’

1. In all these stories, I have written the names of kings of the Northern Kingdom
(‘Israel’) in italics to reduce confusion.
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Something about this seemed not quite right to Jehoshaphat. This was

not the way the neviim that he was used to seeing in Judah spoke, and

they seemed to be saying what they felt the king wanted to hear. So he

asked if there was not another navi of God nearby that they could ask.

‘There is another here, Micah son of Imlah,’ 2 said Ahab, but I hate

him because he always says bad things about me’.

‘Don’t say that!’ he replied, so a messenger was sent to fetch Micah.

Meanwhile all Ahab’s neviim were repeating ‘Go up to Ramot-Gilead

and God will deliver it into the king’s hands.’

One of them, Zedekiah, remembered that the neviim of Judah always

started with ‘Thus said God’, and often illustrated their words with some

sort of action. So he made iron horns, like those of an animal, and said

‘Thus said God, with these you will gore Aram until they are finished!’

The messenger sent to fetch Micah warned him ‘The neviim are all

telling the king the same thing, which is good for him, so it will be good

for you to say the same thing.’

Micah replied ‘Never! I will only say what God tells me.’

However, when he arrived and Ahab asked ‘Should we go to Ramot-

Gilead or not?’ he replied mimicking the others: ‘Go and succeed and God

will deliver it into the king’s hands.’ He was so obviously mimicking that

Ahab got annoyed.

‘How many times have I told you to tell only truth in God’s name?’

‘Alright, I saw Israel wandering about the hills like lost sheep without

a shepherd, and God said “These have no leader, let them all go home”.’

(This meant that the king would be killed there.)

Ahab turned to Jehoshaphat. ‘Did I not tell you that he only says bad

things about me, nothing good?’

2. Do not confuse him with Micah of Morashet of the Book of Micah much later.
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‘In that case,’ said Micah, ‘listen to God’s message. I saw God sitting

on his throne conducting a meeting of all his servants. He asked them all

“Who will persuade Ahab to go to Ramot-Gilead and get killed there, and

how will he do it?” Some of them offered to try and explained how, but

God said “No, it will not work.” Then the spirit came up to the throne and

said “I will persuade him”. “How?” asked God. “I will be a spirit telling

lies in the mouth of all his neviim” he replied. “Yes” said God, “You will

succeed. Go and do it!” So now God has put a spirit of lies into the

mouths of your neviim and decided to do you harm.’

Zedekiah jumped up and struck Micah on the cheek, saying ‘Since

when has the word of God left me and gone over to you?’

‘You will find out on the day that you run from room to room to hide’

came the reply.

Ahab was furious. He told his servants to take Micah, put him in prison

and feed him on poor bread and water ‘until I arrive back in peace.’

‘If you come back in peace, God has not spoken to me’ said Micah.

Micah knew that a straight ‘No’ would not convince Ahab, nothing

would. 3 But there was a chance of convincing Jehoshaphat, who was

listening. However, Jehoshaphat had made up his mind to co-operate with

Ahab, so he agreed to go along with him, taking no notice of what Micah

had said. For this he very nearly paid with his life.

Hearing about the intended attack on Ramot-Gilead, Ben-Hadad told his

soldiers not to fight any soldier of Israel except their king, and the rest

would then go away. [This was the kindness with which he repaid Ahab

for sparing his life some years earlier.] The two kings dressed for

battle, 4 wearing royal clothes. The battle began, and the Aramean

3. You can never convince a man who is determined.

4. It does not say that they disguised themselves, nor that they changed clothes.
These ideas are based on misunderstanding the Hebrew.
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soldiers saw a man dressed as a king, assumed that he was Ahab, and

went to attack him. But he was Jehoshaphat, and when he shouted they

realised their mistake and left him alone. Meanwhile an Aramean archer

pulled his bow to its full extent and fired an arrow that made a direct hit

on Ahab.

Telling his charioteer to take him back as he was wounded, Ahab died

standing up in the chariot, and his blood oozed out. The army decided to

stop the war and go home, while his body was taken to Samaria and

buried there. They washed the chariot by the pool, washing out the blood,

and, as Elijah had promised him, the dogs lapped up his blood in return

for the blood of Naboth.

Jehoshaphat did not learn. He was told off by a navi for making friends

with a wicked man., but he was obsessed with the idea of peace and

friendship, and did something far worse. He married his son, the one who

would succeed him, to a daughter of Ahab and Jezebel named Athaliah

who was even more wicked than her mother. Meant as a political alliance

between Judah and Israel, this proved a disaster for Judah. We will hear

more about her.

When Ahab died, Jehoshaphat made friends with his son and successor,

although he was wicked like his parents. They co-operated in a war

against Moab, which started well but failed in its purpose in the end. They

also jointly built a navy at Ezion Geber (by modern Elat), to fetch gold

from afar, but all the ships there got smashed. This, he was told by a navi,

was God’s punishment for his making friends with a wicked man.

However, he was a good man and a good king, he tried his best to do,

and to persuade the people to do, whatever God wanted. He was one of

the best of the lot.
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