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NABOTH’S VINEYARD

Although Omri 1 built a new capital at Samaria, his son Ahab lived

in Jezreel, in Galilee. Adjacent to his palace a man named Naboth had a

vineyard. Ahab wanted the vineyard to make a nice garden next to his

palace, and offered to give Naboth in return a better one, or alternatively

a good price. But Naboth flatly refused to give up land that was the

inheritance of his ancestors.

Ahab returned home very upset at this, lay down to rest and refused to

eat anything. When his wife Jezebel came home and asked him what had

upset him, he told her.

‘What sort of a king are you?’ she asked. ‘Get up and eat, and I will

give you Naboth’s vineyard.’

She wrote letters in Ahab’s name and sealed with his seal asking the

elders and leaders of the city to proclaim a fast, 2 put Naboth at the head

of the people, and two crooks next to him who would testify that he

cursed the gods 3 and king, then take him out and stone him to death.

They did exactly this, the two crooks testified in front of all the people,

he was taken outside the town and stoned to death. A message was then

sent to Jezebel saying ‘Naboth has been stoned and is dead’.

Hearing this, she turned to her husband and said ‘Naboth who refused

to sell you the vineyard for money is now dead. Go and take it, you do

not even need to pay for it.’ So Ahab went down to take possession.

1. In all these stories, I have written the names of kings of the Northern Kingdom
(‘Israel’) in italics to reduce confusion.

2. An excuse for an assembly of the people.

3. Not blasphemed against God! Of that Jezebel’s friends might approve.
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Elijah was still around and God sent him to meet Ahab who would be

found in Naboth’s vineyard, and give him a message.

As usual they opened up by exchanging insults. ‘Have you found me,

my enemy?’ said Ahab.

‘I have found you’ came the reply. ‘Have you murdered and inherited?

Where the dogs lapped up Naboth’s blood they will lap up yours. Because

you have angered God and sold yourself to wickedness your entire family

will be wiped out like that of Jeroboam and that of Baasha. Those of your

family that die in town will be eaten by the dogs, and those who die in the

country will be eaten by the birds of prey. 4 As for Jezebel, the dogs

will eat her at Jezreel. There has never been anyone like Ahab that has

sold himself to act wickedly in God’s eyes at the incitement of his wife

Jezebel, worshipping the idols of the Amorites that God drove out before

the people of Israel.’

On hearing this, Ahab tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and even slept

in it, fasted and walked slowly. (He had a conscience after all. 5)

God then spoke to Eijah: ‘Did you notice 6 how Ahab humbled

himself before me? Because he humbled himself before me I will not

bring the punishment in his day, but will bring all the harm on his family

in the time of his son.’

[This was followed by a period of three years without war between

Israel and Aram.]

4. Not to be buried after death was the worst thing that could happen to anyone,
it was the ultimate punishment, and being told this in advance was horrifying.

5. He did not cite David, who murdered Uriah and married his wife.

6. ‘Did you notice?’ was a mild rebuke to Elijah, who was convinced that his
arch enemy Ahab was a hundred per cent wicked. He was shown that even in
Ahab (but not in Jezebel) there was a tiny spark of good, just as in Elijah there
was a tiny fault – intolerance.
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