
Story Number 123

AHAB, THE DROUGHT, AND ELIJAH

Omri 1 was succeeded as king of ‘Israel’ by his son Ahab, a king

even more wicked than any of his predecessors. The fact that like all of

them he followed in the sins of Jeroboam was the least bad thing he did!

He married a Phoenician princess, Jezebel the daughter of the king of

Tyre; she introduced the worship of Baal, to whom he built a temple and

altar in the capital, Samaria. To this day the name of Jezebel is used to

symbolise the most wicked of women. There were the neviim, the

‘prophets’ of God who used to teach the people, and she arranged to have

them murdered, a wholesale massacre, having instead her own ‘prophets’

of Baal. The king and queen led the people into wicked ways, and God

was furious with them. To make sure that they understood his purpose, he

sent a navi (‘prophet’) to tell Ahab what he was about to do.

The residents 2 of Gilead, across the Jordan, included a man named

Elijah – yes, of course you have heard of him, this was the one you have

heard of – and he was the navi that God sent. He gave Ahab God’s

message, which was that for the next few years there would be no rain or

even dew except where he (God) expressly decided otherwise. This meant

a severe drought with no food growing, and animals (and sometimes

people) dying of thirst and hunger.

1. In all these stories, I have written the names of kings of the Northern Kingdom
(‘Israel’) in italics to reduce confusion.

2. The Hebrew word used normally means ‘foreign residents’. We are told
nothing of his background, father or tribe, and a discussion of this and associated
matters appears as an appendix to a later story.
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Elijah, after giving the message, was told by God to escape (before

they killed him) 3 and hide by a certain brook near the Jordan.

God instructed the ravens to bring him, every morning and every

evening, bread and meat for him to eat (which they did), and from the

brook he could drink water.

At the end of a year the brook dried up through lack of rain. God told

Elijah to go to Zarephath in Phoenicia (modern Lebanon) where a woman

would feed him. Arriving at the entrance to the town he found a widow

chopping wood. He asked her to fetch him a little water to drink and some

bread to eat.

She replied ‘I swear in the name of your God that all I have is a large

spoonful of flour and a little oil, and I am now chopping wood to make

a fire to cook it, so that I and my son will eat it before dying of hunger.’

‘Never mind’ said Elijah, ‘go and cook it, and first bring me a little bit

to eat, and you and your son eat afterwards. The God of Israel has decreed

that the flour and oil you have will not be used up before the rain comes’.

She did as he said, and it turned out as he said, the flour and oil did not

get used up, and he, the woman and her family all ate for a whole year.

One day the woman’s son became extremely ill, she held him to her

breast, but eventually he stopped breathing. She turned on Elijah and said

‘What have you done to me, man of God? You have come to punish me

for my sins and kill my child!’

Elijah took the child from her and carried him upstairs, laid him on the

bed and lay on him, stretching himself three times. Then he cried to God

‘Must you also hurt the widow I am staying with by killing her son?

3. Mostly, the kings, both of Israel and of Judah, strongly resented being told off
by neviim when they did wrong, and were liable to have the navi imprisoned,
tortured or even killed. [Examples were Asa, Joash, Jehoiakim and later Ahab.
Jeroboam tried to but was prevented.] If Ahab would not try to kill Elijah for the
insult, Jezebel certainly would.
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Please bring him back to life!’

God listened, the boy came back to life, and Elijah took him downstairs

to his mother, who said ‘Now I see that you are a genuine man of God.’

In the third year of the drought, God told Elijah to go and have a word

with Ahab, and he (God) would provide rain. About that next time.
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