
Story Number 122

ZIMRI, TIBNI AND OMRI

Elah, 1 King of Israel (the Northern Kingdom), son of Baasha and no

less wicked, reigned for only two years. One day, while drunk, he was

was assassinated by Zimri, one of his high officials. Zimri appointed

himself king instead, wiped out the whole of Baasha’s family, relatives

and friends, and reigned in the capital, Tirzah, for one week, during which

he managed to act very badly. We are not told what he did, only that he

annoyed God.

At the time there was a war on against the Palestinians, and the army

was camped by Gibbethon. On hearing that Zimri had assassinated the

king (Elah), the army elected Omri, their general, as king. Hearing this,

Zimri entered the royal palace, set fire to it, and burnt himself to death,

leaving Omri apparently king.

However, Omri had a rival. While half the population supported him

as king, the other half preferred someone named Tibni, about whom we

know nothing. Gradually, support for Omri increased and that for Tibni

decreased, until Tibni ‘died’ and Omri became king. We are not told if

Omri’s supporters helped Tibni to die, but it does seem likely.

Omri was, like all the kings before him, wicked, in fact worse than all

the others, but he seems to have been a very able king.

One story stands very much to his credit. He found a high hill near

Shechem (the centre of the country) owned by a man named Shemer. As

1. In all these stories, I have written the names of kings of the Northern Kingdom
(‘Israel’) in italics to reduce confusion.
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a general, Omri appreciated that a town built on this hill would have great

strategic value and if fortified could well withstand a siege in case of war.

So he bought the hill from the owner for six thousand silver shekels, and

on it he built a city which he named, after the original owner, ‘Shomeron’

(Samaria), fortified it, and made it the capital. 2

––––––––

Omri reigned for twelve years, the first six in Tirzah and the rest in

Samaria, where he was buried. He was succeeded by his son Ahab, and

that is another story.

2. A kingdom was often referred to by the name of its capital city. (This is even
done today, when they say in the news for example ‘Tokyo’ meaning Japan.) So
Samaria later gave its name to the whole of the Northern Kingdom, and the region
is so called to this day. The actual city was eventually destroyed with great
difficulty by the Assyrians, was later rebuilt, and still later was renamed Sebaste
by the Romans, but eventually reduced to the state of an Arab village. An attempt
by some Israelis to resettle the uninhabited part was frustrated by the Israeli
government.
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