
Story Number 121

BAASHA AND ASA

Jeroboam’s son Nadab 1 followed in his father’s (wicked) footsteps,

and reigned only two years. While conducting a war against the

Palestinians he was assassinated by a man named Baasha who made

himself king. Baasha wiped out every member of Jeroboam’s family, as

Ahijah had foretold, but he was no better, behaving in the same way.

For that reason, a navi (‘prophet’) told Baasha that he and his family

would meet the same end and be wiped out in the same way as the family

of Jeroboam, without burial.

Meanwhile Baasha decided to hot up the war against Judah. He

fortified Ramah on the border so that nobody could pass between the two

kingdoms, either way. Rehoboam’s grandson Asa was king of Judah and

was afraid of what Baasha might do next.

At this point we must introduce a third kingdom that played an

important part in the history of that period when Israel and Judah were on

far from friendly terms, and even later. That was the kingdom of Aram,

modern Syria, with its capital in Damascus.

There was a treaty beween Judah and Aram. Asa took all the silver and

gold remaining in the royal palace, plundered the Temple treasury for

more, 2 and sent it all as a bribe to the king of Aram, asking him to

attack Israel. This was accepted, and Aram atacked Israel, smashing a

1. In all these stories, I have written the names of kings of the Northern Kingdom
(‘Israel’) in italics to reduce confusion.

2. Earlier an Egyptian army had attacked Jerusalem and Pharaoh had stolen all
the silver and gold that he could lay hands on. Asa took what was left.
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number of towns and cities. Seeing this, Baasha stopped fortifying Ramah.

Asa then called on all Judah to help him, they dismantled the fortifications

and used the stones to build up their own towns.

Asa, starting as a good king, had cleaned up Judah, removing a lot of

the idolatry and so on introduced by his grandmother, but was told off by

a navi for turning to Aram (Syria) for help against Israel instead of

turning to God. He was annoyed at being told off and put the navi in the

stocks! 3 He then turned bad, 4 and late in life, presumably as a

punishment, suffered badly from a disease in his legs. 5

When he died he was succeeded by his son Jehoshaphat, about whom

we will hear a lot more.

Baasha reigned in Tirzah for twenty-two years, and was succeeded by

his son Elah. Elah reigned for two years and was assassinated by someone

who wiped out Baasha’s entire family as foretold, just as Baasha had

done to the family of Jeroboam. That is our next story.

3. A horrible torture.

4. The Book of Chronicles tells us a lot about him that the Book of Kings leaves
out.

5. Probably gout.
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