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DELILAH AND THE DEATH OF SAMSON

A man of immense strength, Samson had one weakness – Palestinian

(or Philistine) women. He met one in the Sorek Valley, named Delilah,

and fell in love with her.

Now each of the five main Palestinian towns – Ashdod, Ashkelon,

Gaza, Ekron and Gath – had a general, and these had immense power,

sometimes more than the king. 1 These five went to Delilah and asked

her to find out from Samson the secret of his strength so that they could

capture him, tie him up, and torture him. In return each of them would

give her eleven hundred silver shekels, five and a half thousand in all.

She asked him about his huge strength. What would reduce his strength

to that of a normal person?

He told her that if she tied him with seven damp cords of a certain type

that had never been dried he would become weak like other men. So she

did this to him, after setting an ambush of men in the room. Suddenly she

called out ‘Palestinians are onto you Samson!’ He jumped up and broke

off the cords like burnt string.

She said ‘You have deceived me. Tell me the truth – how can your

strength be overcome?’ He told her that if she tied him with seven new

ropes he would become weak like other men. So she did this, again setting

an ambush in the room, again shouted ‘Palestinians are onto you Samson’

and again he jumped up and broke off the ropes with no trouble.

1. See 1 Samuel 29:7,9.

1



‘You have again lied to me’ she said. ‘Tell me the truth.’ He repied

that if she took seven locks of his hair and somehow wove them into a

weaving loom, then secured them with some sort of pin, he would become

weak like other men. Again she set up the ambush and did what he said,

and when she shouted that the Palestinians were onto him he got up and

took the whole loom and apparatus with him!

After these three attempts she complained to him. ‘How can you say

that you love me? You keep telling me lies!’ She nagged him day after

day until he was fed up, and told her the truth.

‘All my life I have been a nazirite to God and never had a haircut. If

I had a haircut my strength would go.’

She saw that this time he was telling the truth, called the generals and

told them that this was the truth. The generals themselves came, with the

money, and hid in the room. Then she managed to get him to fall asleep

on her lap, and while he was asleep she cut off his hair. Then she again

shouted, and he tried to get up, but found that God had forsaken him and

his strength had gone. They got up and captured him, and first blinded

him by taking out his eyes. Then they took him to Gaza, put him in

prison, and made him do grinding work there in the prison.

The Palestinians were very happy, and praised their god Dagon, who,

they said, had delivered their enemy into their hands, the enemy who had

done them so much harm. They organised a big festival in their temple to

give thanks to Dagon and rejoice, and fetched Samson from the prison so

that they could torment him and make fun of him. Remember he was

blind. A servant held his arm and led him and placed him between the two

central pillars that supported the roof. The temple was full of men and

women, with three thousand people on the roof, all waiting to watch while

they made fun of him.
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But Samson had an idea. He prayed to God to help him just this once,

that he might avenge his eyes against the Palestinians. Then, saying ‘May

I die with Palestinians (or Philistines)’ 2 he felt the two central pillars

and leaned on them, one with each hand, with all his strength, which had

returned in answer to his prayer. The pillars broke, and the roof collapsed,

killing not only Samson but the generals and all the people both inside the

temple and on the roof. Samson killed more Palestinians with his death

than he had done in all his life.

His family then came and took his body and buried it alongside the

grave of his father Manoah, ‘between Zorah and Eshtaol’. He had been the

‘Judge’ of Israel for twenty years.

2. The phrase ¼1¼- Hº Ḑ H0 D² ¼1 H6 ¼- Ḩ D8K4 ¼>¼| ¼2 Lº has become proverbial in Israel, meaning
that if I collapse I will bring the house (those responsible) down with me.
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