
Story Number 75

ATTEMPTS AT CAPTURE

We remember that one way and another Samson had killed a lot of

Philistines or Palestinians, and then gone to stay in the cave of the Rock

of Etam, in the region of Judah.

The Palestinians came to Judah and camped nearby at Lehi, threatening

an attack, and the locals asked them what they wanted. They replied that

they had come to take Samson and do to him what he had done to them.

The men of Judah were terrified, and sent three thousand men to the

Rock of Etam. They asked Samson ‘Don’t you realise that the Palestinians

are ruling over us? What have you done to us?’

‘I did to them as they did to me’ he replied.

‘We have come to tie you up and hand you over to them’ they said.

‘Swear to me that you yourselves will not do me any harm.’

‘We will tie you up and hand you over, but we will not kill you.’

They tied him with thick ropes and took him from the Rock. As he

approached Lehi the enemy shouted with joy, but God gave him strength

and he simply tore off the ropes like burnt linen.

He found the jawbone (Hebrew lehi) of a dead donkey, picked it up,

and with it he killed a thousand men! Then he threw it away.

Suddenly he was terribly thirsty, and cried to God ‘You have saved and

helped me with all this, and now if I die of thirst I will fall into their

hands.’ God split the rock at Lehi, water came out and Samson drank and

was revived.

Samson became Judge of Israel for twenty years during the rule of the

Palestinians.
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One day he went to Gaza (one of the five main Palestinian towns),

found a woman there, and spent the night with her. Hearing that Samson

was in town they surrounded the town all night, saying that they would

take him and kill him in the morning.

But Samson got up at midnight, seized the town double-gates with the

doorposts that held them and the bar that secured them, and carried the lot

on his shoulders to the top of the mountain facing Hebron.
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