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SAMSON’S MARRIAGE

One day Samson visited the town of Timnath and, taking a fancy to a

Palestinian girl he saw there, went home and asked his parents to arrange

for him to marry her.

‘Aren’t there any women in our own people? Why one of them, the

uncircumcised?’ they asked. ‘Can’t you take one of your own people?’

But he insisted, went back, spoke to the girl and she agreed.

On the way a young lion came at him, but he took it with his bare

hands and tore it! He did not tell his parents about this.

A few days later he returned to Timnath with his parents to complete

the marriage, and on the way turned aside to see the lion’s carcass. In it

he found a colony of bees. There was honey, so he took some of it in his

hands and went along eating. He gave some to his parents without telling

them that it came from the lion, and they ate.

On arrival he made a feast, and thirty Palestinian friends of the girl’s

father were invited. 1 Samson offered to bet them that he could give

them a riddle that they could not answer; the riddle was to be answered

within the seven days of feasting, and the stakes, each way, were to be

thirty vests and thirty suits of clothes. They accepted.

The riddle was: ‘Food emerged from the eater and sweet emerged from

the strong.’

The thirty men turned to Samson’s new wife and told her to somehow

get the answer from her husband, otherwise they would set fire to her and

1. It was customary for a wedding feast to last seven days.
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all her family. So she cried to Samson ‘You do not love me, you hate me,

you have asked my people a riddle and not told me the answer.’

‘I haven’t even told my father and mother, so should I tell you?’ he

replied.

All seven days she cried to him about it, 2 until on the seventh day

he weakened and told her – and she told her people.

On the seventh day before sunset they answered Samson ‘What is

sweeter than honey? And what is stronger than a lion?’

Samson was furious. ‘Had you not ploughed with my calf you would

not have answered me.’

In a rage, he went to Ashkelon, killed thirty Palestinians, took their

clothes and used them to pay the bet. Then he went home, and his new

wife was married to a Palestinian who had befriended him!

A year later, at the time of the wheat harvest, Samson decided to visit

his wife with a small present, and wanted to see her, but her father would

not let him. He said ‘I thought you hated her, so I gave her to your friend.

She has a younger sister who is much better, take her instead.’

Samson said ‘I am fed up with these Palestinians and will take my

revenge.’ He captured three hundred foxes and tied their tails together in

pairs. Then he tied a flaming torch to each pair of tails and sent the foxes

into the fields, where they burned down all the stacks of wheat that had

been reaped, the corn that was growing, and even the olive groves.

The Palestinians enquired who did this, and were told it was Samson

the son-in-law of the Timnite, who did it because the Timnite had taken

Samson’s wife and given her to Samson’s friend. So they went and set

2. There is something wrong in the text, contrast verse 15 (they approached her
on the seventh day) with verse 17 (she cried seven days) and I have tried to make
some sense of it. Likewise, which time his parents accompanied him (verse 5). If
you can make better sense of it from the text, please amend what I have written.
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fire to her and her father and burnt them to death.

This infuriated Samson even more, so he attacked them and killed a

large number of them, then went to live in the cave of the Rock of Etam.

[To be continued]
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