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THE BIRTH OF SAMSON

Introduction

When Joshua conquered (most of) the country, he was unable, and so

were his successors, to conquer the coastal plain; the people who lived

there were called, in old English, Philistines, and they were constant

enemies of Israel for nearly five hundred years. Where they lived was

called in Latin ‘Palestina’, a name later used by the Romans for the whole

country in order to annoy the Jews. Hence the name ‘Palestinians’ has

replaced the older name ‘Philistines’, and has now been adopted by the

descendants of Arab invaders who came two thousand years later.

The coastal plain was allocated to the tribe of Dan, who, unable to live

there, were cramped in the area of Beth Shemesh, including the nearby

towns of Zorah and Eshtaol which also belonged to Judah. 1 Half of the

tribe moved to a new area in the north (another story) but half remained.

Our story starts with a man who lived in Zorah, either before or after this.

Often the Palestinians moved up from the plain and conquered part or

all of where the Israelites lived, who later conquered it back, and so on.

This story opens a few hundred years after Joshua, when the Israelites had

abandoned God, so God in return had allowed these people to conquer

almost the whole country, and for forty years the Israelites suffered

terribly under their rule.

1. See Joshua 15:33 and 19:41.
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The Birth of Samson

A Danite named Manoah lived with his wife, whose name we are not

told, in Zorah. They had no children.

One day the woman had an unexpected visitor. He was a man who

impressed her as a ‘Man of God’, and he told her that while she was

childless she would soon become pregnant and give birth to a son. In the

meantime she was to abstain from drinking wine or eating ‘unholy’ food

(food that had become contaminated in a certain way). The son when born

was to become a Nazirite, not drinking wine and not having a haircut, all

his life.

When she told her husband about it, he prayed to God that the man

should come again and give them further instructions about the child. His

prayer was answered. One day when the woman was in the field he came

again, so she ran home and fetched Manoah who asked him for more

details. The man simply repeated his instructions concerning the woman

and the son to be born. Manoah offered him a meal of a kid, but he

refused, saying that the kid could be offered as an olah sacrifice to God.

He used a large stone as an altar, put the animal on it with a minhah

(flour that accompanies an olah) and lit it. As the flame went up into the

sky, the man disappeared into the sky with the flame, and Manoah and his

wife realised that he was an angel of God. He did not come again.

Manoah was scared. ‘Now that we have seen God we will die’ he said

to his wife. But she had more sense. ‘If God was going to kill us, why

would he have shown us and told us all this?’

In due course the son was born, and they called him Samson. He was

blessed by God, and when he grew up he moved among the Danites

between Zorah and Eshtaol.
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