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JOSHUA – CONCLUSION

After the major battles we have mentioned, Joshua continued to lead

the people in battle to gradually conquer the rest of the country. One

battle in particular was against Hazor, and there alone Joshua burned the

whole town. Otherwise they killed the inhabitants and took all the spoil,

including the animals. The wars took many years, and at the end there was

still a lot of the country left to conquer, especially in the north and along

the coast south of Jaffa (modern Tel Aviv).

Meanwhile Joshua was getting very old, and God told him not to wait

any longer but to allocate the land to the different tribes, so that the

families would all have somewhere to live. This he was to do with the

help of Eleazar the High Priest, Aaron’s son. Two and a half tribes –

Reuben, Gad and half of Manasseh, already had land allocated to them by

Moses east of the Jordan, leaving nine and a half to deal with. Here

Joshua had to take internal politics into account.

Among the sons of Jacob centuries earler there was rivalry for

leadership between Judah and Joseph, and this rivalry continued among

their descendants for about a thousand years. Judah and Joseph were the

two largest and most powerful tribes, Joseph was divided into two parts

in respect of land allocation – Ephraim and Manasseh – and Manasseh

itself was split into two parts, one each side of the Jordan.

The first leader to unite the people was Moses, who came from a

neutral tribe, Levi, but Joshua who followed him came from Ephraim,

Joseph. Joshua was careful not to be accused of looking after his own in

preference, so the first thing he did was to allocate an area to Judah. This

was in the southernmost part of the country.
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Caleb had been promised a special portion in return for his remaining

faithful to God when he went up with Joshua and the reconnaissance

patrol in the time of Moses, so he asked for and was given Hebron.

Joshua next allocated land to the rest of Joseph – Ephraim and the

second half of Manasseh – giving them a large central area, Manasseh to

the north of Shechem and Ephraim to the south of it and including it. In

Shechem itself they buried Joseph, whose coffin they had brought with

them from Egypt (where he had been embalmed) as they had sworn to him

before he died. Joshua was careful not to give the Joseph tribes territory

next to that of Judah, but left room for a buffer tribe in between.

He then moved the Ark and Tabernacle, and his headquarters with

them, from Gilgal near Jericho to Shiloh in Mount Ephraim. This was

roughly in the middle of the country, between Bethel and Shechem. (The

Ark remained there most, but not all, of the time until the days of Samuel,

though at one time, we do not know when, it was moved to Bethel.)

From the nine and a half tribes, seven remained. A survey party was

sent to map out the rest of the country, which was then divided into seven

parts and allocated by lot. But Judah had been given so much land that

they invited Simeon to join in and take part of it. The buffer area between

Judah and Ephraim, from and including Bethel in the north to Jerusalem

in the south with the Jordan on the east, came out by lot to Benjamin.

After allocating the land to the tribes, refuge cities were designated,

and towns from each area were given to the Levites, who only had towns

surrounded by ‘green belts’, but were not given any land as such.

The war had taken a long time, and Joshua felt it time to release the

men from Reuben, Gad and half of Manasseh, allowing them to go home

across the Jordan. Near the Jordan crossing they built an altar, and when

Joshua heard of this he was very angry. But he investigated and found that

this altar was not to be used for sacrifices, merely a monument as a

reminder for future generations of the connection between the tribes on

the East Bank of the Jordan and those on the West Bank.
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There was peace in the land, and Joshua, now a very old man, was

approaching his last days. He summoned the elders, judges, leaders and

officials from all Israel and reminded them of all that God had done for

them. He warned them to be careful to keep all of the Torah of Moses,

and to keep away especially from idolatry. They were not to mix with the

remaining natives of the country but to drive them out completely. Any

mixing would lead to their coming under a bad influence. Keeping loyal

to God and to the treaty they made with him would bring blessings, but

going away from it would lead to God abandoning them to harm.

He then summoned the whole people to Shechem for his farewell

speech. His choice of Shechem was for two reasons: first, it was central

in the country, even easily accessed from across the Jordan. Second, like

the canyon Moses had chosen for his farewell speech, the town had very

special acoustics, lying between the two mountains Ebal and Gerizim. In

those days there were no loud-speakers, but a man shouting there could

be heard by two million people if they kept quiet and listened.

In his speech he recounted all their history, from when God took

Abraham from the house of idolatry in Mesopotamia, down to the current

time, stressing all the good things that God had done for them. They had

the choice of worshipping God and no other, or the reverse, and they

undertook with a new treaty to worship only God. Joshua wrote everything

down and set up a stone as a memorial.

Like Caleb, Joshua had been promised a special portion of land for his

loyalty when sent by Moses to reconnoitre the land, and he chose a place

called Timnath-Serah in Mount Ephraim, just outside the modern town of

Ariel and not very far from Shechem. When he died at the age of a

hundred and ten he was buried there, and not so long afterwards Eleazar

the High Priest also died.

All the days of Joshua and those of his contemporaries who outlived

him, the people remained faithful to God.
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