
Story Number 65

JOSHUA AND THE GIBEONITES

Canaan was not a country with any sort of central government. Every

large town or city, and even some not so large, had its own king. All were

independent, and not always on good terms with each other, sometimes

they even went to war with one another. But when they heard of the

victory of Israel at The Ai and what they did, after what happened at

Jericho and after what happened in Transjordan, they realised that Israel

intended bit by bit, town by town, to conquer all the country and kill all

the inhabitants. So a number of them decided to forget their differences

and join together to fight as allies in a united front against Israel.

But the people of Gibeon, a large town much bigger than The Ai,

together with a few small neighbouring places, had a different idea. They

went and collected old worn-out clothes and shoes, old trappings for their

animals, wine bottles that were split, and dry mouldy bread. Then they

went to the main camp at Gilgal where Joshua still had his headquarters,

and told everyone that they had come from a very distant country. It had

been a long journey, but they heard what God had done in Egypt and in

Transjordan, and their elders had sent them to meet his people and make

a treaty with them.

Joshua at first was suspicious, perhaps they were living nearby, so they

showed him how they had started out with everything new and fresh, but

now their clothes were worn, their wine bottles had split, their bread had

become dry and mouldy, all from the distance that they had travelled.

They convinced him and the elders of Israel, who without first asking God

agreed to swear in God’s name a treaty with them.

Three days later the Israelites discovered that they came from nearby

towns, Gibeon and its neighbours, and were furious that they had been
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tricked. They wanted to kill them, but could not touch them since an oath

had been sworn in God’s name, and the people were angry at the elders.

Joshua rescued them from the people, but asked why they had deceived

him. They replied that they had heard how God had told Moses to tell his

people to conquer the land and kill the inhabitants, and they wanted to

save their lives. So Joshua cursed them that they should be servants doing

menial work for the Tabernacle, drawers of water and wood choppers, the

lowest in society, and they accepted this as long as they were not to be

killed. This they continued to be for many hundreds of years.
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