
Story Number 63

JERICHO

Jericho lies down in the Jordan valley, one of the lowest, and therefore

hottest, places on the surface of the earth. Somehow the climate had an

effect on those who lived there – the people of nearby Sodom, Gomorra,

Adman and Zeboiim were all extremely wicked, so that the towns were all

destroyed, and it seems that those of Jericho were little better. Nomads

survive in the region because they move about.

Jericho is referred to as ‘The City (or Town) of Palms’, 1 but

elsewhere it seems that the two were different nearby places, 2 since the

latter existed when Jericho did not. 3 However when Joshua led the

Israelites into Canaan, Jericho certainly did exist.

On entering the country, Joshua set up his headquarters at Gilgal, near

where they crossed the Jordan. If they were to conquer the country,

clearly the first place must be the nearby town of Jericho. Joshua, an

expert general, went personally to have a look at the town from the

outside, in order to see the best way to plan the attack.

However, when he got there he saw a town protected by a high wall,

and the gateway was, as we would say, ‘locked, barred and bolted’ –

securely closed so that nobody could get in or out. He stood there puzzled,

not seeing any way in which the town could be attacked. 4 Suddenly he

looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a drawn sword.

1. 2 Chron. 28:15, also possibly Deut. 34:3.

2. Judges 1:16, 3:13.

3. Between Jos. 6:26 and 1-Kings 16:34.

4. A siege would take a long time and delay conquering the rest of the country.
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Not afraid, he approached him and asked ‘Are you on our side or are you

on theirs?’

‘Neither’, replied the man, ‘I am a messenger from God who has come

to give you instructions’ – Joshua bowed down – ‘but take off your shoes,

as you are standing on holy ground.’

Joshua did this, and the man then gave him instructions in God’s name.

‘I have delivered the town and its king into your hands, but first you

must do as I say. Seven Priests carrying shofars, followed by Priests

carrying the Ark, are to lead a procession of all the army around the town,

once a day for six days. Then on the seventh day the procession is to go

round the town seven times, and on the seventh circuit the Priests are to

blow the shofars. When the people hear them, that will be a signal and

they are to all suddenly make as much noise as possible. At that, the wall

will collapse, and every man can enter the town facing wherever he

happens to be at the time.’

He did not need to go any further – once they were able to enter the

town, Joshua knew exactly what they had to do.

Joshua went back to the camp and passed on the instructions, warning

the people to be silent and not to make a sound during the processions

until he gave the signal on the seventh circuit of the seventh day, and then

to make as much noise as possible. He also told them that the town was

to be condemned – he warned them not to take any spoil. They were to

kill all the inhabitants, except Rahab and her family who were to be

spared because she hid the spies. The were to destroy all the animals, burn

the place down, and any metal – gold, silver, iron and bronze – was to go

into the Tabernacle treasury.

The next day they did the first circuit, Priests carrying the Ark

preceded by the seven Priests carrying shofars, 5 and followed by the

5. Hebrew ¼9¼| ¼0 L+ J(, lit. the vanguard.
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army. 6 After doing the circuit they went back to the camp. They did the

same the next day, in fact for six days in all, and on the seventh day they

got up early and did the circuit seven times. At a point during the seventh

circuit Joshua gave the signal, the Priests blew the shofars, the army

shouted and made as much noise as possible, and the wall collapsed. 7

Each man then entered the town facing where he happened to be standing.

They killed all the inhabitants and animals, burned the town, and took all

the gold, silver, iron and bronze to the Tabernacle treasury.

But before they did this, Joshua called the two men who had spied out

the town and told them to fetch out Rahab and all her family, to whom

they had sworn safety. They did this and left them for the while outside

the camp. Later she and her family lived among the Israelite settlers.

Joshua then cursed anyone who might rebuild the town, that on

founding it his eldest son should die, and on setting the gates his youngest

son should die. This in fact happened to a man who rebuilt it several

hundred years later.

Only one thing went wrong. Someone secretly took some of the spoil,

which angered God and had consequences later, in the next story.

–––––––––––––––

6. Hebrew ¼7 I± K$ D2 K(.

7. Not the whole wall, but at least all the part where the procession was at the
time. Rahab’s house was in the wall, and had that part collapsed it would have
killed her and all her family inside.
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The collapse of the wall. (A possible explanation.)

Archaeologists complain that they have found no evidence of a

collapsed wall, but this could be either because the stones were all

used again for rebuilding, or because they looked at the wrong site.

Possibly what happened was that an earthquake, perhaps the one

that led to the stopping of the Jordan, weakened the foundations of

the wall and cracked the ‘cement’ (or its equivalent) that held the

stones together (as happens even with a small quake). The silent

processions were necessary for discipline, that no small noise should

occur and damage part of the wall before the final sudden noise

which brought the whole lot down. The collapse was probably due

to shock waves from the sudden enormous sound made by over half

a million people – even an aeroplane breaking the sound barrier at

low altitude can smash a glass inside a house. Also in the Second

World War the Germans hid their ‘secret weapons’ (rockets etc.) in

bunkers protected by ultra-thick concrete which the heaviest bombs

could not penetrate, crack, or do more that dent slightly. But instead

bombs were dropped not directly onto the bunkers but with a

deliberate near miss, to penetrate the earth and then explode,

producing shock waves in the ground that cracked and broke the

concrete and destroyed all the weapons. The wall of Jericho would

not have been as strong as the German bunkers, and external shock

waves, which tend to dissipate in the air and would not have

destroyed the bunkers, could have been sufficient here.

The miracle, if it was one, was again in the timing, shortly after

an earthquake. But it was not so much a miracle as a demonstration

that God has ‘plenty of tricks up his sleeve’ – nothing is impossible,

there is no protection against him when he chooses to attack, and no

difficulty when he chooses to help.
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