
Story Number 61

THE TWO SPIES

Moses had died and Joshua was in charge, his headquarters being at

Abel of the Shittim, known as ‘The Shittim’ for short. From there he sent

two spies secretly to Jericho across the Jordan. It was not possible for the

people to cross at that time, but two men on their own could manage.

He remembered what had happened when he himself was sent by

Moses with eleven others, nearly forty years earlier, and how ten of his

colleagues upset things, so he was very careful which men he chose; but

we are not told their names.

They arrived at the house of a woman named Rahab who – well, shall

we say it was a place where people came and they could hear gossip, and

they decided to spend the night there.

Unfortunately they were almost immediately spotted as Israelite spies,

perhaps they forgot to take off their spies’ uniform, and the king of

Jericho was told of their arrival. So he sent to Rahab saying ‘Fetch out the

men who came to your house, since they have come to spy out the land.’

Rahab had caught on – she knew – but she saw that they could help

her. They had not yet gone to bed, so she hid them among stalks of flax

that were drying on the roof, and sent a message back.

‘The men did come here, but I had no idea where they came from. Just

as the town gates were about to be shut for the night they left the town.

If you chase after them quickly you can catch them up.’

The king’s men then ran all the way to the Jordan fords, the town gates

were closed as soon as they left, but of course they did not find them.

They scoured all the area, but of course without success.
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Rahab then spoke to the men and told them that she knew that God had

given the country to Israel. The inhabitants had all heard how God had

split the Red Sea, and how Israel had dealt with the two strong Amorite

kings Sihon and Og, and they were all terrified of them, because God was

the only God both in heaven above and on earth below.

‘Now’ she said ‘remember how I have helped you, and I want a favour

in return. I want you to swear to me in God’s name that when you come

here you will spare me and all my family and not kill them.’

They agreed on three conditions. First that she keeps it all a secret,

second that all her family must stay in her house, and if any of them went

out they would not be responsible. The third we will come to.

Rahab’s house was built actually into the town wall, with a high

window looking out. The town gates were closed, so she lowered the men

with a rope from the window. But first they gave her a piece of scarlet

thread, which she was to tie to the window, so that her house could be

recognised and spared. This was the third condition, and she accepted the

conditions.

She advised them to go and hide in the mountain for three days, so that

the king’s men who were looking for them everywhere should not find

them. In three days the king’s men would have returned, and they could

safely come down from the mountain and go wherever they wanted. Then

she tied the scarlet thread in the window.

The two men took her advice, and after three days they came down

from the mountain, returned across the Jordan to Joshua, and reported to

him. They told him all that had happened, and how all the inhabitants

were terrified of them, as it was clear that God had given them the land.
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