
Story Number 60

THE LAST DAYS OF MOSES

After conquering Sihon and Og, Israel settled in the area facing Jericho,

and Moses made his headquarters at a place called Abel Hashittim, known

for short as The Shittim (lit. acacias). There was some time to go yet

before they were to cross the Jordan, and Moses was told that he would

not go with them, as a punishment for his disobedience at Kadesh.

There was the visit of Balaam, followed by the behaviour with Peor,

and then the war against the Midianites, all of which we have told. After

that there was peace, and Moses took advantage of the remaining time he

was to live, by going over with the people all that he had taught them. In

all he made four speeches, told in the Book of Deuteronomy. He also

warned them to remember God and behave after he had gone, and gave

some instructions regarding what was to be done on entering the Land.

Two problems arose in the meantime. One, the daughters of Zelaphehad

complained that their father had no sons and they wanted an inheritance.

God was asked and gave a favourable reply. A problem arose with this

which received a further reply. However, this was merely a request for

justice which was granted.

The second problem was far more serious, a political problem. The

leaders of the tribes of Gad and Reuben, who had an enormous amount of

livestock, said that the land they had captured in Transjordan was

eminently suitable for grazing, and they wanted their portion in

Transjordan and not across the river in Canaan.

Moses was very angry. ‘Your brothers will have to go and fight, while

you sit comfortably here?’
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A compromise was reached. They would build homes for their women

and children in Transjordan, as well as places for their livestock, but

would themselves go over with the others as the vanguard, to lead in the

fighting. On the basis of this undertaking Moses allocated to them land in

Transjordan, and also to half the tribe of Manasseh, who joined in the

undertaking.

Moses was told by God to appoint his faithful servant Joshua as his

successor, and he warned Joshua to make sure that the two and a half

tribes kept their word and did not renege on their undertaking to go in the

vanguard of the army across the Jordan in Canaan.

He then blessed the people, tribe by tribe.

At last the time came when God told Moses to get ready to die. He was

to go up to the peak of the Pisgah in Mount Nebo, from which he could

see all of Canaan. God would as a special favour show him the land to

which he had all but brought the people, even though he would not be

allowed to go there, but he would not come down alive.

From the peak he first looked north to Gilead, further north to Dan,

then turning slowly to the left saw northern Canaan, the centre, and the

part later allocated to Judah, as far as the Mediterranean Sea. Then the

Negev in the south, and finally back to just below him, the Jordan Basin

facing Jericho (where the towns of Sodom and Gomorra had been) as far

as Zoar, the last town in the Basin where Lot first escaped to.

His time was then up, and he died by God’s instruction, on the

mountain. God himself then buried him in the valley below, probably by

an avalanche whereby his body fell and was covered with an enormous

quantity of earth and stones, such that no man could ever find his grave.

Thus ended the most amazing career that any man in history has ever had.

The people mourned him for thirty days, while meanwhile Joshua took

over the leadership of the people, with full public support.

No man in history has ever done more for humanity than Moses.
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