
Story Number 56

THE AFTERMATH OF KORAH

We saw how God put down the rebellion of Korah, Dathan and Abiram

by the earth opening up and swallowing all 1 of them with their families

and possessions (except Korah’s sons) and by a fire burning their two

hundred and fifty supporters who had offered up the incense, something

only priests may do.

Aaron’s son Eleazar was told to pick up the firepans from among the

dead and beat them into coverings for the altar, a reminder to future

generations that only a descendant of Aaron may offer incense to God.

Eleazar did this.

That should have been enough to show everyone that Moses and Aaron

were chosen as leaders by God. But no, the people still complained.

‘Look what you have done!’ they said to Moses and Aaron. ‘You have

murdered God’s people!’

At this, God was even more furious. ‘Get away from these people’ he

said to Moses, ‘and I will finish them off in an instant!’, and at this the

people suddenly started to die, one after another.

Moses nearly panicked. ‘Quick’ he told Aaron, ‘take the firepan with

incense and with fire from the altar, and run among the people seeking

pardon from God.’ Aaron did this, and stood between the living and the

dead, and the massacre stopped, but not before fourteen thousand and

seven hundred had died (in addition to Korah’s two hundred and fifty).

1. It is not quite certain if Korah himself was swallowed into the ground with his
colleagues or burned with his supporters.
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A further lesson was needed. Moses was told to take a stick (used as

a symbol of authority) from the head of each tribe – twelve sticks – and

write the name of the head of the tribe on each. On the stick of the tribe

of Levi he was to write the name of Aaron. He should then put all the

sticks in the Tabernacle in front of the Ark, and the one whose stick buds

overnight would be the one God has chosen. Moses did this.

Next morning he brought out all the sticks and showed them to the

people. Aaron’s alone had budded – on it were not only buds, but also

blossom, and fruit (almonds)! An almond stick first buds, then blossoms,

then produces fruit, but not all at once overnight as happened this time.

The others took back their sticks.

Moses was told to take Aaron’s stick back in front of the Ark and leave

it there permanently as a reminder of what happened.

Enough? Still no! The people continued to grumble. ‘We are all lost!

Anyone who approaches the Tabernacle will die! Have we not finished

dying?’

This time God ignored them, and instead gave Aaron a full summary

of his duties and obligations, as well as privileges, and those of his sons,

grandsons and so on. He also gave a summary of the duties and privileges

of all the Levites. Things quietened down and we are told no more.
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