
Story Number 47

EGYPT TO SINAI

[If necessary can be split into two parts]

Part 1

The idea of leaving Egypt was to go eventually to Canaan, but first to

worship God at Sinai (Horeb), by (but not on) the Mountain, where Moses

had encountered the Burning Bush. This was situated in the Land of

Midian, now part of Saudi Arabia, east of the Gulf of Akaba.

To get there they had to first traverse the mis-named Sinai Peninsula,

which we have mentioned, then cross the Red Sea (Gulf of Akaba) which

we have also mentioned, and then travel quite some distance through the

desert, before reaching the Desert of Sinai. A very long journey.

We are not absolutely certain where Sinai actually was, but evidence

suggests that it was probably Mount Lawz, a little way inland from the

Gulf south-east of where

Probable route

they crossed. On the map

we have shown it as if it is

so, but it is possible that

Sinai was somewhere else,

anyway it was somewhere in

the region, in Midian in

north-west Saudi Arabia.

However, the places we

mention in the story are all

as named in the Torah, even

if we are not quite sure

where they are.
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After crossing the Sea or Gulf they carried on inland, probably along

the valley that came out to the shore where they landed. For three days

they went along without finding any water – two million people with

animals, afraid of dying from thirst! On the third day they arrived at a

place called Marah, where there was plenty of water, but ––– the water

was very bitter and undrinkable, and they all complained to Moses ‘What

can we drink?’ Moses too was thirsty – he cried out to God, and God

taught him what to do. He took a certain plank of wood and threw it into

the water, and – hey presto! – the water became sweet and drinkable.

After camping there, they moved on and came to a place called Elim,

where there were twelve fountains and seventy palm trees (which only

grow where there is a lot of water), so they had no trouble, and they

camped there for a while to take a rest. From there their track took them

to their next camping place, back to the shore of the Gulf but a long way

(south?) from the place where they crossed.

The next place they stopped at was The Desert of Sin (nothing to do

with sinning, it was just the name, pronounced sin in Hebrew), arriving

there exactly one month after leaving Egypt. Here the problem was not

water, but food. All the food they had taken with them from Egypt had

got used up, and there was nothing for them to eat. However if they could

not eat, there was one thing they could do – to complain to Moses and

Aaron, accusing them of taking them out of Egypt where they had plenty

to eat and bringing them to die of hunger in the desert!

God heard their complaint. Moses told Aaron to tell the people that

they should have a bit more faith – God had heard their complaint and

was dealing with it. In the evening they would all have meat, and next day

they would all have bread. At the same time, it was going to be given in

such a way as to test them, to see if they were prepared to listen to God’s

laws and follow his teaching, or not. Moses was told about the test, but

for the moment he did not tell the people.

Now every year at about that time enormous flocks of quails (a type of

bird) migrate between Africa and Europe, and on the way they stop off
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and rest, exhausted. They came that evening and

Quail

covered the entire camp, and the people were able to

pick them up, kill them and eat them; that was the

meat that was promised. Of course, God knew of this

in advance and it was part of the plan, if only the

people had trusted him.

In the morning, the area surrounding the camp was covered with thick

dew, which later evaporated, leaving a sort of sheet of something or other

covering the ground. The people were puzzled, what was it? Moses

explained to them ‘This is the bread that you are to eat. God has

instructed that you are to collect it, one omer (a measure) per head each

day for each person in your tent. And do not leave any overnight.’ So they

went and collected it, but some took more and some less. However when

they got back to their tents and measured it they found that each person

had actually the exact amount, one omer per head, whether he had taken

more or taken less! Also some did not listen to Moses and left it

overnight, and found that the next day it was all wormy and stank. They

collected it each morning, before the sun rose too high and melted it.

All went well till the sixth day, when they discovered that each person

had collected double! Instead of one omer per head, he found that he had

two omers! They went and told Moses, who explained to them that this

was the test. Today was alright, but tomorrow was the Sabbath, and every

seventh day, and they should not go out to collect it because they would

not find any. For this reason they had been given double on the sixth day

– part to eat that day, and the rest to keep for eating the next day. So they

left half till the next day and this time it did not stink or get wormy. But

there are always some people who would not listen, and they went out the

next day but did not find any, and God was very annoyed that they had

not listened but gone out against his instructions.

The people called it manna which in Hebrew means ‘what?’ because

they had asked ‘What is it?’
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Part 2

After leaving Sin they moved on to Refidim, where there was again the

problem of no water. The people were thirsty and again accused Moses of

taking them out of Egypt to kill them and their animals with thirst.

Moses screamed to God ‘What can I do with them? They are almost

ready to stone me!’

‘Do not worry’, said God, ‘take your stick and some of the elders and

go on ahead up to Horeb, it isn’t much further, strike the rock-face there

with your stick, and water will come out.’ He did so and water came out

and flowed down to Refidim, where the people then had enough.

But their troubles at Refidim were not over. Perhaps as a punishment

for their lack of faith, the Amalekites, a desert tribe, came and attacked

them and started a battle. Moses told Joshua (who he was we will learn

later) to take some men and fight them. Moses himself took his famous

stick, the one he had used to strike the Nile in front of Pharaoh, and went

up to the top of a nearby hill with Aaron and Hur. (Who was Hur? We are

not told who he was). He raised his arms and Israel began to win, but

each time he lowered his arms Amalek began to win. As his arms were

heavy, they took a large rock for him to sit on, and Aaron and Hur each

held up one of his arms, all day till sunset, by which time Joshua and his

men defeated Amalek. God promised then that one day he will wipe out

Amalek completely.

From Refidim they moved on to Sinai and camped there – that is the

next story.
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