
Story Number 45

THE TENTH PLAGUE AND EXODUS

We remember how at the ninth plague Pharaoh told Moses to get out

and not see him again, or if he tries to he will die.

Moses told him ‘Alright, I won’t see you again.’ But he received from

God a last message, which he gave Pharaoh before he left.

‘I (speaking on behalf of God) am going to send you just one more

plague. At midnight, as the night divides itself into two, I am going out

into Egypt, and every firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh to

that of the slave girl who grinds the corn as well as that of every animal,

will die! Throughout Egypt there will be a screaming as has never been

heard before, while nothing will happen to the Israelites or even to their

animals, a dog will not even bark at them, so that you should understand

that God makes a difference between Egypt and Israel. Then all your

officials here will come and bow down to me and beg of me to leave with

all my people. After that I will leave.’

Moses then left in a blazing temper.

On the first of the month of Nissan, God gave Moses a long set of

instructions to give the people of Israel. These were, in short,

1. each family to take a lamb or kid on the tenth of the month and set it

aside;

2. in the late afternoon of the fourteenth of the month to slaughter it as a

sacrifice;

3. to put some of the blood on each of the two doorposts of the house and

on the lintel (the bar above that joins the doorposts);
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4. to eat the meat of the sacrifice in family groups, roasted and not boiled,

together with matsahs (‘instant bread’) and vegetables, dressed ready to

leave in a hurry;

5. in the future to observe the anniversary of this as a festival, as on this

date they will leave Egypt and not return. The festival would continue for

seven days after this, during which matsahs, and no ordinary bread, would

be eaten. 1

Moses was to tell them the reason for all this, that on that night God

would pass through Egypt and slaughter all the firstborns, but would see

the blood on the doorposts of the Israelites, skip over those houses, and

not kill the Israelite firstborns. Hence the occasion was to be called the

‘Pessach’ which really means not Passover but ‘Skipping’.

Moses told the people and they did as they were told. This took some

courage, because the Egyptians worshipped sheep and goats, and to kill

them, and worse still to put the blood openly on the doorposts, was

something that would make the Egyptians angry, but after the nine plagues

they were scared stiff of the Israelites and did nothing to try to stop them.

That night at midnight, after the Israelites offered their sacrifice, God

as promised killed all the firstborns in Egypt – of both people and animals

– except those of the Israelites. There was death followed by a screaming

and wailing in every house in the country. Pharaoh and his ‘servants’

(officials, government ministers) got up in the middle of the night, sent

for Moses and Aaron, and said ‘Get out, all of you, all your people and

all your animals, go and worship your God as you wish, but not here in

Egypt’. The Egyptians even pushed them out.

Now we know that the killing of the firstborns was coming, and the

idea of the Pessach sacrifice was only to save the Israelites from being

killed with the rest. But the Egyptians did not see it that way. The

1. A lot of detail has been deliberately left out, so as not to make the story too
complicated.
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Israelites had sacrificed to their God and the next thing Egyptians were

dying or dead all over the place, everywhere. If they did this again the

rest of the Egyptians would die, so get them out as quickly as possible!

On leaving the country, the Israelites took with them not only their

animals but also all their possessions, with a lot of silver and gold that

they had asked from the Egyptians, which was in effect their wages for all

the work they had done as slaves without being paid. They were very

wealthy. But they had no time to make dough and wait for it to rise and

make bread for the journey, so they took the dough and when they got to

the first stopping place quickly baked matsahs, where you do not have to

wait for the dough to rise. That is why we eat matsahs for seven days.

The end? No, not quite. After they left, Pharaoh changed his mind and

tried to bring them back – but that is another story.
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