
Story Number 43

MOSES AND PHARAOH

After losing an argument with God at the Burning Bush, Moses agreed

to return to Egypt, and with Jethro’s permission he set out with his wife

and two children and a donkey, taking with him the stick that had turned

into a snake. On the way he passed Horeb, where he had seen the Bush,

and there he met his brother Aaron who had come out to meet him. It was

some years since they had seen each other.

Moses told Aaron all about his meeting God, what God had told him

to do, and the signs he was to show to the people. Aaron accepted all this,

and they went back to Egypt together and assembled the elders of Israel.

Aaron then told them what God had said to Moses, and they showed the

people the signs. (Remember them? The stick turned into a snake and then

back, his hand started to peel and then recovered, and water from the Nile

spilt onto the ground turned into blood.)

The people believed them and realised that God had seen their

suffering, heard their prayers and remembered them.

Next, Moses and Aaron went to see Pharaoh. As Moses was not a good

speaker, God told him to tell Aaron what he wanted said to Pharaoh, and

Aaron said it for him. He said ‘GOD, the God of Israel, wants you to

release his people to celebrate for him in the desert.’

‘Who is this GOD that I should listen to him and release Israel?’

replied Pharaoh. ‘I do not know GOD and will not release Israel!’

They said ‘The God of the Hebrews met us and asked us to go for a

three days’ journey into the desert and offer him sacrifices there. If we do

not, he is liable to attack us with disease or slaughter.’ This would mean

the Egyptians losing their slaves, but Pharaoh took no notice.
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‘Why, Moses and Aaron, do you interrupt the people’s work?’ came the

reply. ‘Go about your business.’

Pharaoh then showed his viciousness. The Israelites were mainly

occupied in building, for which they made bricks by baking mud mixed

up with chopped straw to make them stronger. The Egyptians supplied

them with the straw, and demanded that they make and lay a certain

amount of bricks every day. These were measured by the Egyptian task

masters, who appointed Israelites to supervise the work and get beaten

with whips if those working under them did not make the required

measure each day.

Following the visit of Moses and Aaron, Pharaoh issued instructions to

the task masters that they were no longer to supply the straw. Instead, the

slaves were to go and find and gather their own straw, and yet make the

same measure of bricks every day as previously when the straw was

supplied. The work was to be made harder, because, said Pharaoh, ‘The

people are lazy, for which reason they are crying out for a holiday to

worship their God.’

The task masters gave these instructions to the slaves. They were to

make the same measure of bricks, and would not be provided with straw.

The people scattered all over the country looking for straw, and of course

it was impossible for them to make the same measure of bricks as before,

so the task masters whipped the Hebrew supervisers.

The supervisers went to see Pharaoh and complained. ‘Why are your

men so wicked to us? They give us no straw and expect the same measure

of bricks, and we get whipped while your people are in the wrong.’

Pharaoh replied angrily ‘You are lazy, so you cry you want to sacrifice

to your god. Now get back to work, straw will not be supplied, and the

same measure of bricks is to be supplied.’

We see how from the first Pharaoh, who enslaved the Hebrews because

he was afraid they might take over the country, understandable if not

justified, there came the second one who simply persecuted the people for

the sake of persecution, pure wickedness with not the slightest mitigation.
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The Hebrew supervisors left Pharaoh, feeling very bitter, and met

Moses and Aaron standing outside the palace. They turned on them. ‘See

what you have done? You have made our name stink in the eyes of

Pharaoh and his servants, and given them an excuse to eventually kill us

all. May God judge between us!’

Hearing this, Moses turned to God and said ‘Why have you so harmed

this people? From when I went to see Pharaoh in your name he has done

only more harm to the people, and you have not rescued them. Why did

you send me?’

God replied ‘You will soon see what I am going to do to Pharaoh. He

will not just release the people, he will throw them out!’ He then

promised Moses that he would take them out of slavery, rescue and

redeem them, take them as his people and be their God, bring them to the

country he had promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and give them it.

Moses went and told the people this, but they were too weary from

hard work to listen to him. When God told him again to go to Pharaoh he

replied ‘The Israelites did not listen to me, so how can I expect Pharaoh

to do so?’

‘I will make him more obstinate and he will refuse to listen to you.

Things may get a bit worse for a while, but at the same time I will start

to punish Egypt, and take out my people with a vengeance on the

Egyptians. Then I will deal with him drastically, you will see. Meanwhile,

go back to Pharaoh again.

‘Pharaoh will ask you for a piece of magic, to prove that you come at

least from some sort of god. When he does, tell Aaron to throw down his

stick in front of Pharaoh and his servants and it will change.’

They went back and did this, and the stick turned into a crocodile.

Pharaoh asked his scientists to do the same, and they did. This meant to

him that there was nothing of a god in it, even his scientists could do the

same. But then Aaron’s crocodile swallowed the rest! Pharaoh still refused

to listen, as God had predicted.
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Then God started the trouble for the Egyptians which he had promised.

Ten plagues in all, but that is for next time.
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